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Roots of Motive Power, Inc. 

This newsletter is the official publication of Roots 
of Motive Power, Inc., an organization associated 
with the Mendocino County Museum, and dedicated 
to the preservation and restoration of logging and 

railroad equipment representative of California's 

North Coast region, 1850s to the present. 

Membership costs: Associate Membership (non-vot

ing) $25.00 annually; Regular Membership (voting 
members) are admitted only by vote of the Board of 
Directors. Regular Members vote for officers and 
decide the general policy direction for the 

Association. The mailing address is: Roots of 
Motive Power, Inc. , PO Box 1540, Willits, CA 
95490. Roots of Motive Power displays are located 
at the Mendocino County Museum in Willits, CA. 
Steam-ups occur approx. three times per year+ spe
cial events. Newsletter submission deadlines: Feb. 

21 for the Aprill Issue; June 20 for the August 1 
Issue; and Oct. 24 for the Dec. 1 Issue. 

Roots of Motive Power. lnc. 
1999-2000 Officers and Board of Directors 
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Mendocino County Museum (707) 459-2736 

Museum Director---------------------------Dan Taylor 
Curator of Education ------------------Sandy Metzler 

Curator of Collections -----------Rebecca Snetselaar 
Museum Assistant ----------------------Bobbie Yokum 
Receptionist -------------------------------Gloria Kouris 

Receptionist ------------------------------1 ane Shadeck 

December, 1999 Volume 17, No.3 

Above - Joe Sanchez, hard at work on 

Roots' new restoration/work building. 
Below - Rick Cupples studies the plans. 

Front Cover Phot o 

International TD-24 wheel cat with rubber
tired CARCO arch waits for the chaser to 
release the chokers as Washington Iron 
Works TL-21 Trakloader, ULCO #422, pre
pares to load an off-highway log truck. 
City of Fort Bragg photo. 

Back Cover Phot o 
In this classic Ed Freitas photo (hand tinted 
by Bruce Fisher}, a TD-24 241 Series 
Wheel Cat pulls an impressive turn of red
wood logs though an even more impressive 

redwood forest. 
Cit y of Fort Bragg photo. 
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Eight brand-new Int ernational logging trucks being delivered to Union Lumber Company sub

sidiary Mendocino Lumber Company in spring, 1937. L/R Harold Kraus, truck foreman, and 
Ralph C. Sutherland, dealer. Theron Brown collection. 

BIG RED IN THE REDWOODS 
The Saga of International Harvester at Union Lumber Company 

By Theron Brown and Chris Baldo 

Note: The authors continue their series of historical articles concerning Union Lumber Company. We have attempted 
to avoid ground discussed earlier in our Union Lumber Company series. Your enjoyment of this article will be 

enhanced if you have read the following issues in the series: Vol. 15, No. 1, California Western Railroad's Locomotive 
#14; Vol. 16, No. 3, Off-Highway Log Trucking on the Mendocino Coast; Vol. 17, No. 1, The Washington Trakloader 
at Union Lumber Company; and Vol. 17, No. 2, The Story of ULCO Truck# 11 . 

ln the days before all logging machinery was 

painted yellow and manufactured in places like Japan 
and Belgium, the Big Red of International Harvester 
was a common sight in the logging woods of Union 

production of a competitive product, it was also due 

to the loyalty of ULCO to two highly regarded 
International Harvester dealerships, Ralph C. 
Sutherland Company on the coast, and Stevenson 

Lumber Company. While this was in part due to the Equipment in Santa Rosa. (continued on page 8) 
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(continued from page 7) 

Ralph C. Sutherland operated 
his International truck dealership 
from 1934 to 1968, first operating 
in the town of Mendocino, then 
moving to Fort Bragg in 1946. The 

dealership sold the complete line 

of International vehicles, from 
pickups and medium duty trucks to 
large logging trucks, and was also 
a dealer for a wide range of other 
important industry related products 
such as Reliance trailers, Goodyear 
tires, etc. The maintenance shops 
of Ralph Sutherland were highly 
regarded for the repair of all 

descriptions of machinery. The 
dealership had major accounts 
with all the lumber companies of 
the time, Union Lumber, Caspar 
Lumber Company, Rockport 
Redwood, Willits Redwood 

These single drive axle International log trucks appear a little 
overloaded as their drivers pose for a photograph in 1 937 
on the Mendocino Lumber Company haul road . 

Theron Brown collection. 

International log t ruck C-60 dumps its load of one huge red
wood log at Mendocino Lumber Company's Big River log 

dump in 1937. 
Theron Brown Collection. 

Products, etc., as well as major 
Union Lumber Company logging 
and trucking contractors such as 
Roy A. Stoddard. The 
Sutherland's Fort Bragg dealership 
was located near the CWR depot -
i~ the boutique row now called 
The Depot and referred to as the 
old Ford dealership- which occu
pied the building after 1968. 

Stevenson Equipment was 
operated by three generations of 
the Stevenson family, beginning in 
1908. The company initially con
centrated on selling McCormick, 
McCormick-Deering, and later 
International Harvester farming 
equipment, tractors and imple
ments, for the productive farn1lands 

of Sonoma county. As tractor log
ging became the logging system of 
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Union Lumber Company's 1956 International West Coaster low bed truck, powered by a 290 

super-charged Cummins diesel, prepares to load Washington TL-15 Trakloader, ULCO #428, 

in September, 1958. City of Fort Bragg photo. 

choice after World War II, 
Stevenson Equipment became a 

major force in logging and con

struction equipment in the entire 
redwood region. After the closure 

of Ralph C. Sutherland Company 

in 1968, Stevenson Equipment 

also served as a dealer and suppli

er of International trucks to Union 
Lumber Company and its succes

sors, Boise Cascade and Georgia 

Pacific. Like most equipment 

dealers, Stevenson sold Union 
Lumber Company products such 

as Galion motor graders and Hy 

Hoe hydraulic loaders to fill out a 
product line that International did 

not manufacture at the time. 

The first major arrival of 

International Harvester products at 

Union Lumber came in the spring 
of 1937 with the purchase of eight 

new International logging trucks 

with Reliance trailers from Ralph 

Sutherland. The trucks were 
Model C-60s, had 298 gas 
engines, hydraulic brakes with 

boosters, and 10.00-20 tires. All 
eight had five speed main trans

missions with double reduction 

rear ends. Truck No. 5 was also 

equipped with a Fuller auxiliary 
transmission. The trucks were pur

chased for the operations of 

Mendocino Lumber Company in 

(continued on page 1 0) 

Men to Match the Redwoods, Volume One, Page 35 



Page 10 

(continued from page 9) 
Big River, which was owned at that time by Union 
Lumber. Mendocino Lumber Company had never 
developed an extensive railroad network since they 
had relied upon the splash dam system for log trans
portation and it would be years before a road system 
was finally pushed into the Big River drainage. The 
trucks operated on roughly 12 miles of former rail
road grade on the favorable ground in the Little 
Northfork drainage of Big River before dumping their 
logs into the river for the trip to the mill. The use of 
logging trucks to flrst haul to a railroad reload fol
lowed by the removal of the railroad completely and 
replacement by a truck road was a pattern Union 
Lumber Company was to follow in their Ten Mile 
operations north of Fort Bragg. Unfortunately the 
logging operations ceased at Mendocino Lumber in 
the fall of 1937, and the trucks were put into storage 
until 1939. That year Union Lumber sold two of the 
trucks to Rockport Redwood as logging trucks, con
verted three of the trucks to dump trucks, and contin
ued to use three of the trucks as logging trucks, haul
ing logs to the railroad reload at their Ten Mile log
ging operations. The use of trucks to 
feed the railroad reload in Ten Mile 
continued to expand until the railroad 
was ultimately pulled up and replaced 
by a truck road in 1949. Ralph 
Sutherland sold Union Lumber 
Company their first three dual drive 
International logging trucks in 1943. 
After WW II, Union Lumber 
Company relied on contract truckers 
for most of the log hauling duties, 
using Roy A. Stoddard and Joe J. 
Rossi, until they re-entered the truck
ing business with a bang in 1956. 
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dump truck and the other as a water truck. While 
Union Lumber Company seemed to favor Kenworth 
and Peterbilt in its heavy truck purchases, pickups and 
medium duty trucks for maintenance activities at the 
mill and in the woods were almost exclusively 
International. 

In the woods, Union Lumber Company had been 
using a variety of Caterpillar products, starting with 
Sixty Cats, Diesel Seventy-Fives and RD-8s and D-
8s. International Harvester had been manufacturing 
small crawler tractors for years and after the war 
decided to challenge Caterpillar for the D-8 market. 
Stevenson Equipment sold Union Lumber Company 
logging contractor, Roy A. Stoddard, Mendocino 
County's first TD-24 logging tractor in 1948. Union 
Lumber Company observed the performance of the 
tractor and itself ordered its first TD-24, SIN 574, 
later the same year. Big Red had come to the logging 
woods and the competition between International 
Harvester and Caterpillar for the logging market 
would push crawler tractor technology for the next 
twenty years. Caterpillar had been manufacturing the 
D-8 lH since 1935 and had a twelve year head start 

Roy Stoddard, in particular, liked 
International products and used sever
al West Coast Internationals in his 
fleet of log trucks. Two of his fleet of 
West Coasters eventually made it onto 
the Union Lumber roster, one as a 

International TD-24 241 Series pulls into the log landing 

with three nice redwood logs behind a tracked CARCO 

arch. City of Fort Bragg photo. 
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in the large tractor market. The TD-24 offered more 
horsepower, more weight, faster speed, power to both 

tracks while turning, and significant improvements in 
operator comfort. It immediately became a popular 
machine of choice for use as a "Wheel Cat," a 
crawler tractor dedicated to skidding logs. The tractor 

was sold without a dozer blade and was hooked at the 
drawbar to a logging arch manufactured by either 
Pacific Car and Foundry (CARCO) or Hyster. With 
the tractor's design of power to both tracks while 
turning, it also excelled at road pioneering and road 
building in the steep, mountainous terrain that held 
the vast reserves of uncut timber. While Union 
Lumber Company was still logging old growth red
wood, the combination of International TD-24s and 
Caterpillar D-8s, Washington Trakloaders, and the 
fleet of off-highway logging trucks, proved to be a 
consistent, unbeatable producer of logs in the woods. 

Union Lumber Company purchased 10 TD-24s 
between 1948 and 1955, before the introduction in 
1956 of the new model, the TD-24 241 Series. The 

241, with more power and weight, proved to be a very 

International TD-25 250 Series wheel cat 
with CARCO arch waits for the chaser as 
Washington Iron Works TL-15 Trakloader, 
ULCO #424, rests after loading an off-high
way truck in August, 1962. 
City of Fort Bragg photo. 
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Union Lumber Company's Cat Shop crew 
which had a long standing reputation for 
excellence, converted this International TD-
25, 250 series, C/N 555, to aid in pulling 
leaning or "outlaw" redwoods to reduce the 

amount of broken and wasted wood. This 
photograph was taken shortly after the 
takeover by Boise Cascade in September, 
1970. (L-R, Clarence Fechter, Ollie Granvall 
and Lester Hast.) City of Fort Bragg photo. 

popular model, with Union Lumber Company pur
chasing 12 tractors in just four years. The TD-24 241 
was billed as the largest, most powerful tractor in the 

world until the introduction of the Caterpillar D-9. 
International introduced the new TD-25 250 Series in 
1959, which was really just a slightly modified TD-
24. At the same time, Caterpillar shocked the logging 
world with the introduction of the D-8 46A, a power
shift tractor that left International trying to compete 
against it with the gear drive TD-25 250 Series. 
International Harvester engineers rushed to produce a 
powershift model, producing the TD-25 Bin 1962, 
Union Lumber Company purchasing three of the mod
els. The TD-25Bs were a disappointment, suffering 
from the rush to production to match the 46A. 
International's reputation as a logging tractor never 
fully recovered from the experience of the 25B. The 
completely redesigned TD-25C came on the market in 
1969. (continued on page 14) 
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Union Lumber 
Company Truck 
#11 with its 
new 
International 
81 7 motor and 

its hood proudly 
adorned with 
the International 
Harvester logo, 
waits for a 
Washington TL-
15 Trakloader, 
ULCO #424, to 
finish loading. 
Off Highway 
Truck #11 is 
now part of the 

Roots of Motive 
Power 
Collection. 
City of Fort 
Bragg photo. 

International 
off-highway log 
truck, Model 
F430D, ULCO 
Truck #19, 
heads down 
State Highway 

One in Fort 
Bragg for the 
Paul Bunyan 
Days Parade in 
September, 

1966. 
City of Fort 
Bragg photo. 
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A 1959 model 
International H-
90 front end 

loader, ULCO 
#49, loads an 
ex-Roy 
Stoddard ULCO 

West Coast 
Int ernational 
dump truck in 
the mid-1960s . 
Bob Fee 
Loadter 
Oper;ator. 

City 10f Fort 
Bragn photo. 

Sumrner of 
197Ei finds an 
International 
TD-20 Series E 
tractor dropping 
logs on the 
landin g as GP 
International log 
truck #41 and 

Washington 
Trakloader 
#430 load logs 
in background . 
Bill Stockley 
phot10. 
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(continued from page 11) 

There was a long drought of International crawler 
tractor products in Fort Bragg until Georgia Pacific 
finally purchased three TD-25Cs in 1978. 

The power demonstrated by the 817 motor in the 
TD-25 tractor was what prompted Union Lumber 

Company to try the International motor in its off-high

way Truck #11 (see Roots Newsletter Vol. 17, No. 2). 
That motor served Truck #11 well from the early 
1960s until late in its life, when the truck shuttled 
logs ignominiously from the deck to the mill in Fort 
Bragg. 

With the installation of the 817 engine in Truck 
#11, the off-highway truck program at Union Lumber 
could not escape notice by International Harvester. In 

1963, International started building a dual drive axle 
military version of its Model 100 Pay Hauler off
rughway truck for use as a tank retriever. Wanting to 
expand the truck's use to the civilian market, 
International offered the off-highway truck, Model 
F430D, to Union Lumber Company as a log hauler on 
a trial basis in 1965. Union Lumber Company liked 
the durability of the large truck and it became off
highway Truck #19.lt also featured the same 817 

motor, an Allison CLBT-5860 automatic transmission 
with ari Allison TC-580 torque converter. 

While Union Lumber Company was logging old 
growth timber, loading and unloading activities were 
the domain of the Washington Trakloader in the woods 
and Marion and Osgood cranes in the mill yard. 
Although International Harvester purchased the Frank 
G. Hough Company in 1952, acquiring its line of rub
ber tired loading machines, it was a long time before 
we were to see Hough or any other make of four-wheel 
drive loaders moving logs at Union Lumber. Shortly 
after International's introduction of the Hough H-90 in 
1959, Union purchased a Hough H-90 bucket machine 
for use in their gravel plant operations and around the 
mill yard. By the late 1960s, logging the second 
growth redwood forests had become an ever expanding 
part of the Union Lumber Company operation. The 
Company started purchasing smaller tractors, 
Caterpillar D-6s and D-7s, and International TD-15s 
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Georgia Pacific 's International 5608 Log 
Loader loads Truck #11 for the shuttle from 
the GP log deck to the sawmill in April, 
1976. Georgia Pacific had an almost identi
cal 5608 with smooth tires for unloading on 
the asphalt yard at the sawmill. 

Bill Stockley photo. 

and TD-20s. The front end loader also gained popu
larity in the woods and in the mill yard, with 
Caterpillar 966s, 980s, and 988s joining the 
International Harvester H90 C and the 560, the latter 
also featuring the International 81 7 engine. Thinning 
dense, scattered stands of second growth redwood 
also brought about the introduction of the self-load
ing log truck to Union Lumber. These self loaders 

Union Lumber Company International H-90C, 

ULCO #438, loads a highway log truck. 

Kurt Nolte photo . 
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Thinning of small second growth brought in 
the era of the self loading log truck, this 
another Union Lumber Company International 
product. City of Fort Bragg photo. 

were initially installed on medium duty International 
log trucks, which proved to be less than successful. 

The move to logging second growth timber also 
brought a move away from off-highway log trucks to 
more conventional highway trucks. In 1968, Union 

International DF405 log truck with a Boise 
Cascade logo on the door heads out with a 
load of redwood in 1972. Kurt Nolte photo. 
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Union Lumber Company's fleet of six 
International DF405 log trucks pose in 1968. 
City of Fort Bragg photo. 

Lumber Company purchased six new DF405 

International logging trucks from Stevenson 
Equipment. The following year, after its purchase by 
Boise Cascade, Boise added four more DF405 log 
trucks that it had acquired in one of its purchases of 
timber operations in Oregon. These trucks were 
always known as the "Woodpecker" trucks because of 
the prominent woodpecker logo of the truck dealer in 

Oregon. The four Boise trucks were built for high
way travel, with 38,000 lb. SQHD rear ends instead 
of the 44.000 lb. SSHD rear ends of the Stevenson 
trucks, and had continual maintenance problems 
from ULCO's logging roads until most of the light 
duty components were finally changed out. These 
trucks all became Georgia Pacific blue after its pur
chase of Boise Cascade in 1972. Georgia Paci fie 
ceased all company logging operations in 1988, 
which significantly reduced the equipment roster of 
the company. Today, no International Harvester 
equipment remains on the roster at Georgia Pacific 
Corporation in Fort Bragg. 

For a brief period in the mid 1950s when Uruon 

Lumber Company owned 12 D-8s and 13 TD-24s, 
International's Big Red was running neck and neck 

(continued on page 17) 
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Machines Sold to Union Lumber Company/Georgia Pacific 
by Stevenson Equipment Comapny 

Compiled by Fred Stevenson, October, 1999 

YEAR SERIAL ULCO/GP 
NO. MODEL PURCHASED NUMBER EQUIP. NO. REMARKS 

CRAWLER TRACTORS 
1 TD24 1948 574 Gear drive 
2 TD24 1949 1685 Gear drive 
3 TD24 1950 2542 Gear drive 
4 TD24 1950 2427 Gear drive 
5 TD24 1951 2843 Gear drive 
6 TD24 1952 3922 Gear drive 
7 TD24 1954 6072 Gear drive 
8 TD24 1954 6239 Gear drive 
9 TD24 1955 63 10 Gear drive 

10 TD24 1955 6624 Gear drive 
11 TD24, 241 1956 8736 Gear drive 
12 TD24, 241 1956 8734 Gear drive 
13 TD24, 241 1956 8914 Gear drive 
14 TD24, 241 1957 8392 Gear drive 
15 TD24, 241 1957 8925 01-85 Gear drive 
16 TD24,241 1957 816 01-87 Torque converter 
17 TD24,241 1957 9080 01-88 Gear drive 
18 TD24, 241 1958 10415 Gear drive 
19 TD24, 241 1958 10587 01-94 Gear drive 
20 TD24, 241 1959 10667 Gear drive 
21 TD24, 241 1959 10819 Gear drive 
22 TD24,241 1959 10864 Gear drive 
23 TD25, 250 1959 555 Torque converter 
24 TD25, 250 1960 586 Gear drive 

25 TD25,250 1961 665 Gear drive 

26 TD25, 250 1961 5273 Gear drive 

27 TD25, 250 1962 5325 01-118 Gear drive 

28 TD25B 1964 2315 01-126 Power shift 

29 TD25B 1964 2314 01-127 Power shift 

30 TD25B 1965 2333 01-131 Power shift 

31 TD25C 1978 Power shift 

32 TD25C 1978 Power shift 

33 TD25C 1978 6669 01-166 Power shift, Full U blade 

34 TD20B 1965 5224 01-132 Power shift 

35 TD20B 1966 20429 01-139 Power shift 

36 TD20E 1978 30850 Power shift 

37 TD15B 1967 21506 01-141 Power shift 

38 TD24,241 1958 10206 01-89 Gear drive 
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(continued from page 15) 
with Caterpillar for dominance in 
the logging market. This is how we 
date ourselves, when we become 
nostalgic at the sight of a red tractor 
moving through the towering red

woods with a tum of logs, stopping 
in the shadow of a Washington 
Trakloader. 

(continued on page 18) 

Early International TD-24 Wheel Cat pulls a nice turn behind a tracked arch at Gulch 8, Ten Mile 
River for U.L.Co. in the late 1940s. Giles Hemsted, Cat Skinner. Leonard Letner Collection. 

YEAR SERIAL ULCO/GP 
NO. MODEL PURCHASED NUMBER EQUIP. NO. REMARKS 

FRONT END LOADERS 
I 450 1984 3325 06-482 Log rack 
2 560B 1983 507 06-479 Log rack 
3 560B 1983 508 06-478 Log rack 
4 560 06-463 Log rack 
5 560 06-462 Log rack 
6 560 1975 1681 06-460 Log rack 
7 560 1974 1491 06-456 Log rack 
8 H90E 1973 1994 07-051 Bucket 
9 H65C 1970 2523 07-084 Bucket 

10 H90C 06-438 Log rack 
11 H90C Bucket 
12 H90 1959 27AU1197 07-49 Bucket 

MOTOR GRADERS 
1 Galion T600B 1968 1675 Grader 
2 Galion T600B 1969 1758 Grader 

LOG TRUCKS 
1 DF405 1968 16-037 Log truck 

2 DF405 1968 16-038 Log truck 
3 DF405 1968 16-039 Log truck 
4 DF405 1968 16-040 Log truck 
5 DF405 1968 16-041 Log truck 
6 DF405 1968 16-042 Log truck 
7 DF405 1969 16-044 Boise Cascade, 'Woodpecker" 

8 DF405 1969 16-045 Boise Cascade, 'Woodpecker" 

9 DF405 1969 16-046 Boise Cascade, ' Woodpecker" 

10 DF405 1969 16-047 801se Cascade, 'Woodpecker" 

11 F430D 1965 16-019 "Big Yellow" Off-Highway 
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Georgia Pacific's Int ernational DF405, truck #41, waits to be loaded under Washington TL-15 
Trakloader, #430. This Trakloader is now in t he Root s of Motive Power collection. 

Bill Stockley photo. 

The authors would like to thank the following people for providing the information and 
photographs that made this article possible. As we continue our research into Union 
Lumber Company, people that have corrections, additional information or photographs on 
this or related subjects are encouraged to contact the authors. 

Theron Brown (707) 964-4119, Chris Baldo (707) 459-2600. 

Fred Stevenson - Stevenson Equipment Co. 
Jack Switzer - Service Manager for Ralph C. Sutherland Company from 1935-1968 
City of Fort Bragg - Ed Freitas, Union Lumber Company Noyo Chief photographs 
Thomas Berry - Historical Construction Equipment Association 
The late Bill Stockley, Caterpillar and International salesman and photographer 
Dave Larkin - Georgia Pacif ic Woods Operations Manager until 1988 
Bruce Fisher - darkroom services 
Kurt Nolte - · ULCO motor grader operator and photographer 
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