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COVER PHOTO: Little Lake Lumber Company, Willits, California, as it 
appeared in June, 1952.    SW 1/4 Sec 18, T18N, R13W 
The mill was built in 1946 as Jensen Lumber Co., with owners Robert Jensen, Art Rude, Art Rasmussen and 
Dan Kimball. The plant was sold in April, 1949 to C.E. McCulloch Sr., C.E. McCulloch Jr., and Robert Schenck, 
former principles in Hollow Tree Lumber Company and named Little Lake Lumber Company.  
The view looks south-west, with the Northwestern Pacific Railroad at the bottom, the California Western Rail-
road makes the curve to head west to Fort Bragg; Railroad Avenue entering at the lower right. At the top of the 
picture is Highway 101; the tree covered flat just west of the sawmill is now the Willits Safeway shopping center. 
                                                                                        Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

 
 
ROOTS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
  
              The Roots Board of Directors conducts a regular schedule of meetings each year. Meetings will be 
held on the second Thursday of each month. Meetings are scheduled to begin at 6:00 PM. Meetings for 
2009 are: April 9, May 14, June 11, July 9, August 13, September 10, October 8, November 12, December 
10. 
    Members and volunteers are welcome to attend these meetings. Meeting sites can be determined 
by contacting President Chris Baldo (days) at 707-459-4549.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
CHRIS BALDO, PRESIDENT 

 
 These things seem to come in Waves. This month I have spent a disproportionate amount of time 
attending funerals and memorials. Funerals for people that were personal friends and for whom I had a deep 
respect, people that contributed to the betterment of the community in which we live, people that stood firm 
for lofty values to which I aspire on my good days. And, each in his own way was a supporter of Roots of 
Motive Power. 
 As a log buyer for Willits Redwood, one of my favorite stops was to visit James “Mick” Smith at 
his ranch at Keene Summit, near Comptche. The Smith Ranch is some 2,500 acres, including grassland and 
some of the finest second-growth redwood in Mendocino County. Except for  a stint during World War II 
with the 11th Airborne Division in the South Pacific, Mick spent his 85 years in the Comptche woods. He 
witnessed the Comptche fire, worked for Arthur Siri’s Albion Logging Company when Masonite Corpora-
tion first entered the Mendocino woods in 1950, and was a master road-builder at the helm of a Caterpillar 
2U D-8. Mick was also a rancher, raiding both sheep and cattle, and was forever vigilant against the var-
mints, coyotes and mountain lions that threatened his stock. Mick also had a love of history, and we spent 

Albion Logging Company cat skinner Mick Smith pulls onto Landing #1 in the Albion drainage with a turn of 
redwood logs behind a Caterpillar D-7 in 1950.                                   Photo provided by Chris Baldo 



hours together tracing the route of the NWP-Albion Branch, which passed through his ranch, and the many 
logging spurs and inclines that accessed the canyons and ridge-tops of his property. My future visits to 
Comptche will not be the same. 
 Besides wearing the crown as Roots’ President, one of the other hats that I wear is as a member of 
the Willits Volunteer Fire Department. In my 20+ years as a fireman, the Fire Chief was always Chief Jeff 
Smith. Jeff had a state-wide reputation for excellence on the fire ground, possessing a rare combination of 
traditional fire science skills balanced with real-world creativity. During his career, he was the recipient of 
an unprecedented two California Firefighter’s Association Awards for Valor for actions that saved lives that 
directly threatened his own life. But Jeff was more than a fire Chief, a husband and a father, a community 
leader and icon, and a Roots volunteer. I first met Jeff when he owned a heavy hauling business in Willits. 
We somehow convinced Jeff to haul the Raymond FF400 steam pile driver from Richmond to Willits in 
1983. Jeff was at home on the seat of a Caterpillar tractor, and was instrumental in the dirt work phase of  

Jeff Smith departs 
the east end of the 
Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge 
with the Ray-
mond FF400 
steam pile driver 
in 1983.                                    
Photo supplied by 
Chris Baldo 
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Jeff Smith 
spent days 
moving dirt 
with a Cat to 
develop the 
grounds at the 
Roots Work 
Facility in Wil-
lits. 
 
Photo supplied 
by Chris Baldo 



the construction of the Roots work facility. Having retired as Chief in 2008, Jeff’s many plans for retire-
ment were cut short by an unexpected heart attack in February at age 61. 
 Lastly, I mourn the loss of  the long-time Roots’ Treasurer and Web Master, Chuck Crayne. Many 
Roots members make their contributions to the organization with wrenches and wire brushes. Chuck’s con-
tributions were more behind the scenes, filling out the dreaded Non-Profit Corporation tax reports, main-
taining the Roots mailing list, keeping track of the treasury, and maintaining the Web Site. Chuck was al-
ways thoughtful, and his opinions expressed at Roots Board meetings were met with the respect of all pre-
sent. Chuck moved to Willits from Los Angeles along with his wife, Dian, after retiring as a Senior systems 
Engineer for IBM. Chuck had many interests besides computers and Roots, being an avid science fiction 
fan as well as a consummate poker player. Roots plans to have a memorial for Chuck Crayne at the Red-
wood Empire Railroad History Project (RERHP) Engine House on Sunday, April 5th at 4 PM, at the conclu-
sion of the Annual Steam, Engineering and Safety Class. 
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Roots of Motive Power Treasurer and Web Master, Chuck Crayne, passed away on 
February 16, 2009, on his 71st birthday.                          Dian Crayne photo 

Trying to reconcile all 
the thoughts that these 
losses bring to mind is 
difficult. A loss after 85 
years of leading the 
good life is easier to 
fathom than one cut 
short with so much 
promise and energy left 
to expend. There are the 
dark moments of dwell-
ing on one’s own mor-
tality, but in the end, the 
positive energy of great 
people leading inspiring 
lives allows all of us to 
focus on what is im-
portant. We take a bit of 
each of these lives to 
make our own life more 
productive, more enjoy-
able, and an inspiration 
to those around us. The-
se losses are also a re-
minder that we as an 
organization constantly 
need to renew our ener-
gy and our membership 
so Roots is capable of 
continuing for years to 
come. To this end, we 
need the participation of 
the entire Roots mem-
bership to step forward, 
find a task that matches 
your skills. 



SAWMILLS OF MENDOCINO COUNTY 
1946-1960 

 
By Chris Baldo and Theron Brown 

 
 This special gallery of aerial photographs of Mendocino County sawmills is made possible through 
access to the Theron Brown-Chris Baldo collection of historical logging and sawmill photographs. Most of 
the images presented were taken by the firm Western Ways, Inc. of Corvallis, Oregon. Such photographs, 
either black and white or hand tinted in color, adorned most sawmill offices in the western United States in 
this era. By no means a complete representation of the sawmills of the period, the photographs document 
the boom times of an industry that rewarded an adventurous spirit, hard work and innovation. The authors 
continue to collect sawmill and logging photographs which document the post World War II boom years in 
the redwood timber industry. The authors welcome any information concerning the sawmill operations pic-
tured here, or additional information regarding other Mendocino County sawmills. The authors plan to 
produce a similar compendium of Humboldt County sawmills in a future issue of the Highline. We have 
provided the map coordinates for most of the sawmills pictured. 
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The Pacific Coast Company Leggett Veneer Plant, Leggett, Ca. October 1953. NE 1/4 Sec 14, T23N, R17W 
 The Pacific Coast Company acquired the Willits sawmill of Harold Casteel in 1951 and the cutting rights 
for 250 million board feet of old-growth timber on Sage Land and Improvement Company (continued page 7) 



land north-west of Leggett. This view looks west toward Highway 101 at the top of photo. Union Lumber com-
pany acquired the veneer plant, along with the rest of the manufacturing  facilities and timber holdings in Men-
docino County of the Pacific Coast Company in 1960                    Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

Hollow Tree Lumber Company, Hales Grove, CA. October 1953. Sec 30, T23N, R 17W 
Hollow Tree Lumber Company built this sawmill on Hollow Tree Creek in 1946, the first sawmill of several for 
a company that was to become a power in the redwood industry in the 1950s. With the construction of the Hol-
low Tree sawmill in Ukiah and the commencement of logging operations on the Masonite ownership west of 
Ukiah, the sawmill became surplus. The Hollow Tree mill at Hales Grove was sold to Warren A. Wood, who 
operated the sawmill for many years.                                                Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo.  

Eaton Lumber company/Lakeside Lumber Company, Laytonville, CA. April, 1953. NE 1/4 Sec 14, T21N, R15W 
Built as the Paul Eaton mill, later became Lakeside Lumber Company. The Hampton sawmill is in the lower left 
hand corner of the photo. The sawmill site had many later owners including Grossett & Melandy, and Landis 
Morgan’s Philo Lumber Company.                                                  Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo                          
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Harold Casteel Lumber company, Willits, CA June, 1952. SE 1/4 Sec 19, T18N, R13W 
Harold Casteel Industries was headed by Harold Casteel, son of Oregon and California lumberman, W.H. 
Casteel. In 1950, Harold put together a deal with Sage Land and Improvement Company for 250 million board 
feet of timber on Sage’s timberlands north and west of Leggett. Harold Casteel sold this sawmill and timber 
contract to the Pacific Coast Company in 1951, and later built a sawmill in Ukiah near the present Mendocino 
Forest Products sawmill. In 1960, Union Lumber Company purchased Pacific Coast and operated the sawmill 
for three years before being shut down. A series of wood manufacturing companies have utilized the site since, 
including Willits Redwood Products, Harwood Products “B Plant”, and presently Windsor Mill. 
 
The mill is located on the east side of Willits. East Oak Street leads into the sawmill. Railroad Avenue (at the 
bottom of the photo runs parallel to the joint right-of-way of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad and the Cali-
fornia Western Railroad.                                    Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo                   
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Warm Springs Redwood company, Willits, CA. April, 1953  NE 1/4 Sec 18, T18N, R13W 
This re-manufacturing plant was built in 1948 as the California Coast Lumber Company, a joint venture of four 
sawmills, including Wolf Creek Lumber company and Hollow Tree Lumber Company, to process the rough 
lumber from their sawmill operations. Robert Schenck, one of the four Hollow Tree partners, became vice-
president and general manager of the mill. With Hollow Tree’s move from Hales Grove to Ukiah in 1950 and 
the subsequent construction of Hollow Tree’s re-manufacturing plant in Ukiah, the plant proved too large for  
Wolf Creek to operate alone. In July, 1951, the plant was sold to Charles Wilson of Warm Springs, Oregon who 
formed Warm Springs Redwood Company. 
Warm Springs Redwood Company was acquired by the Pacific Coast Company about 1956 when Pacific Coast 
also purchased the Wolf Creek Timber Company. A partial list of subsequent owners and operators of the re-
manufacturing facility include Union Lumber company, Boise Cascade Corporation, Georgia Pacific Corpora-
tion, Little Lake Industries, and G & S Milling. 
The view looks south-east from above the Northwestern Pacific Railroad mainline in the north-east corner of 
Willits. North Lenore Street enters the plant in the upper left corner of the photo. 
                                                                                                           Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Holm Timber Industries/Hollow Tree Lumber Co., Gualala, CA. September 1956. NW 1/4 Sec 18, T11N, R17W 
Hollow Tree Lumber Co. purchased the Holm Timber Industries sawmill in Gualala in 1959. The Holm family 
retained ownership of approximately 15, 000 acres of timberland in the Gualala area, later acquired by Louisiana 
Pacific Corporation.                                                                           Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Aborigine Lumber Company, Fort Bragg, CA. October 1955. Sec 31, T18N, R17W. 
This sawmill, built in 1953, used two semi-portable mills to cut cants (left-center of photo) which were then 
moved to the re-manufacturing facility located in the large building at the right center. The Quonset hut build-
ing at the far right housed the company offices, shop and mobile equipment maintenance facilities. 
Aborigine was purchased by Georgia Pacific in the early 1970s and became a Louisiana Pacific operation when 
Georgia Pacific was split up. This stud mill on Gibney Lane, south of Fort Bragg, operated as a Mendocino For-
est Products operation until 2005. 
                                                                                                   Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Willits Redwood Products, Willits, CA. 1962. NE 1/4 Sec 24, T18N, R14W 
After the Sage Land and Lumber Company sawmill burned in Willits in 1945, a new  corporation, Willits Red-
wood Products, was formed to build a new sawmill on the site as well as purchasing 11,000 acres of Sage timber-
land in the big river drainage. The officers of the corporation were Russell Ells, President; A.K. Salz, vice Presi-
dent; Harold Robinson, Secretary-Treasurer. The new sawmill started operations in April, 1947. 
The lumber drying yard dwarfs the Willits Redwood Products sawmill. Blosser Lane crosses the lower right hand 
corner of the photo; the California Western Railroad bisects the operation. Highway 20 lies at the base of the 
hills on the upper right. On the right side of the photo, one can see the Willits Redwood Products’ 143 foot tall 
high pole used at the plant to deck logs for the winter log supply. 
                                                                                                                            Photo courtesy of  Chris Baldo  

Blue Rock Mill & Lumber/Hampton Lumber Co., Laytonville, CA. July 1954. NE 1/4 Sec 14, T21N, R15W. 
Located just north of Lakeside Lumber company, west of Laytonville. The Lakeside planer building is located in 
the lower left hand corner of the photo.                                            Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo  



Hollow Tree Lumber Company, Ukiah, CA. July, 1953. NW 1/4 Sec 7, T15N, R12W. 
Hollow Tree Lumber Company purchased a small pine sawmill in Ukiah in 1950 and moved its operations from 
Hales Grove to take advantage of the newly available lot resource from Masonite Corporation. The sawmill was 
located on 12 acres of land leased from the Bricarelli Ranch. In the background are two parallel roads, the Ma-
sonite private road on the left (about Milepost 1), and the County’s Orr Springs Road. 
                                                                                                                 Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo. 
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Rounds-Kilpatrick Rockport Redwood Company, Asti, CA. July 1966. SW 1/4 Sec 28, T11n, R10W 
Although across the county line in Sonoma county, Ralph Rounds’ re-manufacturing plant for Rockport Red-
wood played an important role in Mendocino County history. A giant of the Mendocino County timber industry, 
Harry Merlo, began his lumber career as a lumber salesman for Round-Kilpatrick in Asti.   (continued page 13) 



Georgia Pacific purchased the Rounds assets in 1967, and Harry Merlo became the regional Vice President for 
Georgia Pacific at Samoa. He led the company’s acquisition of the F.M. Crawford Lumber Company, Aborigine 
Lumber Company, and many others, before leading the spin-off company, Louisiana Pacific Corporation in 1973. 
                                                                                              Photo courtesy of  Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Hollow Tree Lumber Company -Mill “D”. East Manchester, CA. July, 1966. NE 1/4 Sec 26, T11N, R15W 
Hollow Tree Lumber Company had developed plans for a sawmill on their ownership in the Garcia River drain-
age prior to the sale of the company to Oregon Washington Plywood Corporation in 1962. Oregon-Washington 
immediately went forward with the construction and opened the sawmill in late 1963. Shortly after building the 
sawmill, Oregon-Washington sold its timberland to Longview Fiber Corporation, retaining timber cutting rights 
for ten years. The sawmill was closed and sold to Louisiana Pacific Corporation in 1973. 
                                                                                                    Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 



J.H. Baxter & Company, Willits, CA. September 1959. NE 1/4 Sec 24, T18N, R14W. 
Baxter Pole built its Willits pole yard on Franklin Avenue in 1953. The location had been the site for at least 
two previous sawmills, Sandberg & Kelsey Lumber Company and Ford & Sherburn. The Ford & Sherburn mill 
burned in 1948 and the site was eventually acquired by Walmich Lumber Company. J.H. Baxter began leasing 
the site from Walmich in 1953. In 1956, continuing problems with the IRS forced Walmich’s assets into an IRS 
auction where they were purchased by Frank Johnson of Fort Bragg. Frank Johnson then sold the site of the 
pole facility to Baxter. Jack Morrow, with headquarters in Willits, with the assistance of William F. Smith, was 
in charge of Baxter’s pole operations in Willits, Point Arena and Fort Seward. 
Taken looking almost due west, the photo shows the old Highway 20 alignment which used Coast Street to 
reach highway 101. J.H. Baxter debarked and peeled the poles in Willits before shipment of the poles to their 
plants in the central valley for pressure treatment. In the background is the Willits Redwood Products sawmill; 
in the middle-left, south of the California Western Railroad tracks is the old Walmich Lumber Company, now 
Southwick Lumber Company. 
                                                                                                        Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Ben Mast Lumber Company, Laytonville, CA. June, 1952. NW 1/4 Sec 22, T21N, R15W. 
This was a classic 1950s sawmill with lots of employee housing on site. The mill pond later became a commercial 
fish farm operation.                                                                         Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Kelly B. McGuire & Sons, Fort Bragg, CA. May, 1956. Sec 32, T19N, R17W. 
This stud mill was built as Mendocino Coast Lumber Company by A.J. Gray, R.M. Haskins and Roy Stoddard in 
1955.  It became the K.B. McGuire and Sons Lumber Company in 1956. It was later sold to Aborigine Lumber 
Company along with some McGuire timber holdings. 
The sawmill was located off of Airport Road, near Pudding Creek, just north of Fort Bragg. K.B. McGuire oper-
ated two other sawmills, one at Camp 19 on Highway 2o, and the other on the Little North Fork of Ten Mile 
River.                                                                                              Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 



Richardson Lumber Company, Willits, CA. June, 1952. SW 1/4 Sec 14, T18N, R14W. 
This sawmill site west of Willits is currently occupied by the Cutter Lumber Company pallet mill. Highway 20 
is on the left, the California Western Railroad tracks are on the right. 
                                                                                                              Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Harwood Products, Branscomb, CA. c. 1975. SW 1/4 Sec 22, T21N, R16W. 
The Branscomb Rd passes in front of the Branscomb Store in the lower right corner of the photo. Harwood Prod-
ucts was in the process of replacing its rosser-head debarker with a ring debarker when this photo was taken. 
Harwood Products survived as a family owned sawmill business until 2008.  
                                                                                                                   Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Ridgewood Lumber Company, Willits, CA. June, 1952. NW 1/4 Sec 18, T18N, R13W. 
Ridgewood Lumber Company was located west of North Lenore St, south of Warm Springs Redwood company 
and north of the J.F. Pritchard Company. The Northwestern Pacific Railroad tracks are in the upper left corner 
of the photo.                                                                                      Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

T.M Dimmick Lumber Company, Piercy, CA. September, 1956. NW 1/4 Sec 35, T5N, R3W 
Alan A. Dimmick was an experienced Oregon sawmiller when he arrived in the redwoods. (continued page 19) 



He operated sawmills at Bull Creek, Salmon Creek and at Briceland. When the Briceland sawmill burned to the 
ground in the late 1940s, he entered into an agreement with the three grandsons of Neff Anderson, Sam, Harold 
and Reginald, to take over the Andersonia sawmill north of Piercy. Later, Sam Anderson and Alan’s son, tom 
Mason Dimmick formed a partnership to build Riverview Lumber Company, a stud-mill just south of the 
Coombs Lumber Company Mill at Piercy. Both Dimmick mills operated until 1971. 
The sawmill was located on the west side of the Eel River and Highway 101, and was accessed by a low-water 
crossing. Access to the old Andersonia mill was via the Andersonia Lumber Company railroad to Bear harbor 
on the coast. 
                                                                                                                Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Crawford Lumber Company, Longvale, CA. June, 1952. SE 1/4 Sec 22, T20N, R14W 
This sawmill was located at the site of the Granite Construction gravel plant about Milepost 2.3 on the Covelo 
Road. Outlet Creek flows to the right above the mill, with the Northwestern Pacific Railroad track across the 
creek from the sawmill. This sawmill was closed in 1955 when J.F. Baxter & Company purchased the Brushy 
Mountain Ranch, the main log supply for the sawmill. 
                                                                                                               Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Southwick Lumber Company, Willits, CA. June, 1952. NE 1/4 Sec 24, T18N, R14W 
This stud mill later became the Walmich Lumber Company. It is located east of Blosser Lane, just south of 
the California Western track. The Willits Redwood Products drying yard is on the west side of Blosser Lane; 
the Baxter Pole storage yard is on the right hand side of the photo with the railroad spur serving the facility. 
The site was later utilized as the Harwood Products truck shop.    Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

FIRCO, Willits, CA. May, 1957. NE 1/4 Sec 31, T19N, R13W 
The FIRCO Mill site was carved out of a mountain side by Bob Harrah, Earl Maize and Max McKee in 1953. The 
innovative stud mill, designed by Bob Harrah, would prove to transform an industry.      (continued page 21) 



In 1954, the trio was pursuing the purchase of the 26,000 acre Eden Valley Ranch. Needing a fourth partner, 
they enlisted a local lumberman, Frank Crawford, to join the enterprise. The FIRCO four were a powerful, in-
novative and successful group and were involved in many commercial ventures. They formed REMCO Hydrau-
lics in Petaluma in 1956 (later moved to Willits), and purchased the old Southwick Lumber Company mill on 
Blosser Lane, mostly to acquire the Southwick’s option to purchase the 7,200 acre Brooktrails Guest Ranch 
from Edie Anderson. 
Bob Harrah and Frank Crawford acquired controlling interest in the FIRCO sawmill in 1965 and changed the 
name to Apache Lumber Company. Apache became one of F.M. Crawford Lumber Company sawmills by 1967. 
The mill was briefly under Georgia Pacific ownership, then Louisiana Pacific, after the Crawford interests were 
purchased by Georgia Pacific in 1968.                                                Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Crofoot Lumber Company, Ukiah, CA. June, 1953. Sec 33, T16N, R12W 
Photo looks south-east with the adjacent Stoll Lumber Company plant at the far right of the photo. The 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad track cuts across the right lower corner of the photo. The old Highway 20, now 
Lake Mendocino Drive, crosses left to right in the upper right of the photo. 
                                                                                                               Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 



Durable Plywood, Calpella, CA. June, 1953. Sec 16, T16N, R12W 
The large mill pond is now the site of the Distribution Center for Mendocino Forest Products in Calpella. In this 
view looking south-east, Highway 101 crosses above the mill pond before heading due south into Ukiah. Te 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad extends north-south on the left side of the photo. 
                                                                                                           Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo  
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Henry Stoll Lumber Company, Ukiah, CA. June, 1952. Sec 33, T16N, R12W 
This photo emphasizes the rural character of the northern Ukiah Valley in 1952. Looking (continued page 23)                      



south-west, Highway 101 crosses the upper photo, with its intersection with Highway 20, called “The Forks” in 
the upper left corner. Crofoot Lumber Company is on the far right of the photo; a heavily used grade crossing for 
lumber access over the Northwestern Pacific Railroad tracks is visible near the teepee burner. 
                                                                                                                Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Caspar Lumber Company, Caspar, CA. October 1953. Sec 1, T17N, R18W 
The first sawmill was built on this site in 1861. The mill was acquired in the 1880s by Jacob Green Jackson, 
who’s family would own the mill until it was closed in November, 1955. Caspar Lumber Company’s 46,878 acres 
of timberland were sold to the State of California to form the Jackson State Forest. Lumber was loaded onto 
schooners via wire tramway from the north bluff of the harbor. The company operated an extensive railroad 
system, the Caspar, South fork and Eastern Railroad, which reached north into the South Fork of the Noyo 
River, and then east into the headwaters of Big River. The company began using trucks in the woods to feed 
the railroad reloads in 1936 and switched entirely to trucks in 1946. 
                                                                                                   Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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J.F. Pritchard & Company, Willits, CA. June, 1952. Sec 18, T18N, R13W 
East Commercial Street in Willits was a busy place in 1952. In the top-left corner, the Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad sidings in front of the California Western Railroad Depot are filled with cars awaiting shipment. On 
the north side of East Commercial Street are L/R Willits Lumber Company (later sold to diamond Match Com-
pany of Chico), the National Ventilated Awning Company based in Dallas, Texas, and the J.F. Pritchard com-
pany re-manufacturing plant (later purchased by Richardson Lumber Company on Highway 20). On the south 
side of East Commercial Street are L/R the milling facilities of Willits Lumber Company and Northern Wood 
Products Company, a Holland Michigan based manufacturer of doors and windows. This is the present site of 
the Mendo Mill store in Willits. The Church of the Golden Rule leased the Northern Wood Products facility for 
a period to re-manufacture the lumber from their many sawmill operations. J.F. Pritchard had its headquarters 
in Kansas City, Missouri.                                                                   Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

Mendo Wood Products - Welch & Welch Bros., Redwood Valley, CA. September, 1956. SE 1/4 Sec 21, T13N, R12W  
Jeff and Elwood Welch, from John Day, Oregon, purchased the late Charles Howard’s       (continued page 25) 



Ridgewood Ranch at public auction in the San Mateo County Superior Court in 1950. The Welches began con-
struction of the stud mill in 1953. The entire Ridgewood Ranch including the sawmill was purchased in 1962 by 
the Church of the Golden Rule. The Church experimented with cutting hardwood lumber briefly, but the sawmill 
was soon shut down.                                                                           Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

Union Lumber Company, Fort Bragg, CA. October, 1953. Sec 12, T18N, R18W 
The first sawmill on the site was built in 1885 as the Fort Bragg Lumber Company, which merged with Noyo 
Lumber Company in 1892 to form Union Lumber Company. C.R. Johnson purchased control of Union Lumber 
company in 1897.Except for the Rockport Redwood ownership, Union Lumber Company’s 200,000 acre tim-
berland ownership eventually extended north in a continuous strip from Fort Bragg nearly to the Humboldt 
County line near Piercy. Union Lumber Company sold its interests to Boise Cascade Corporation in 1968 and 
was later acquired by Georgia Pacific Corporation. 
Union Lumber Company owned and operated the California Western Railroad and Navigation Company, 
which included a shipping line to move lumber, and after completion of its Northwestern Pacific Rail line in 
Willits in 1911, a railroad outlet to move lumber. The company operated an extensive logging railroad system 
in the Noyo River and Ten Mile River drainages until 1949, when the railroad was replaced with an off-
highway truck system.                                                              Photo courtesy of Thereon Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Builder’s Lumber Company, Yorkville, CA. June, 1953. NW 1/4 Sec 8, T12N, R12W 
Yorkville’s landmark Oaks Café sits on the opposite side of Highway 128 from Builder’s Lumber Company. 
Builder’s Lumber was owned by Alex Rorabaugh and Swenn Gummer. Swenn Gummer later was the “G” of 
MGM Brakes in Cloverdale, that revolutionized the design of truck brake systems. Builder’s Lumber purchased a 
new 1955 Autocar to transfer logs from their log decks on the Maillard Ranch. The sawmill in the background, 
across Highway 128, was the L.W. Lowery sawmill, which was driven by a Buda distillate engine. 
                                                                                                    Photo courtesy of Theron Brown and Chris Baldo 
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Hollow Tree Lumber Company, Ukiah, CA. c. 1960. Sec 17, T15N, R12W 
Nestled among the pear orchards of Ukiah Valley is the Hollow Tree Lumber Company re-manufacturing plant. 
Hollow Tree was originally a partner in the California Coast re-manufacturing plant in Willits. When Hollow 
Tree moved its sawmill operations from Hales Grove to Ukiah in 1950, the built their own re-manufacturing fa-
cilities. 
Hollow Tree Lumber Company transferred to Louisiana Pacific Corporation, and later to Mendocino Redwood 
Company. The L-shaped building in the foreground houses the current offices of Mendocino Redwood Company. 
                                                                                                    Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
 



28 

Development Engineers, Willits, CA. April, 1953. NW 1/4 Sec 18, T18N, R13W 
This 11 acre re-manufacturing facility, just north of the Willits High School, was built by the W.H. Casteel Lum-
ber Company in 1946. The facility was later sold to a group of southern California investors named Development 
Engineers. The plant was acquired by the Padula family and the property remains in their family today. 
                                                                                                      Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

Gualala Lumber & Veneer, Gualala, CA. September, 1956. NE 1/4 Sec 22, T11N, R15W 
The sawmill and veneer plant were located on Gualala Redwoods property. The sawmill was built by a consorti-
um consisting of A.J. Gray, R. Hoskins, S.J. Hall and Roy Stoddard. S.J. Hall was the owner of the 27,000 acre 
Gualala Redwoods tree farm. When the veneer facility was added, Joe J. Rossi became a major investor, and did 
most of the hauling. The sawmill and veneer plant were closed in the early 1960s, (continued page 29) 



although several later sawmill operations tried to seek their fortunes on the same site. 
                                                                                                    Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Riverview Lumber Company, Piercy, CA. Sec 35, T5S, R3E 
This stud mill was built by Tom Mason Dimmick, one of the heirs to the Andersonia Lumber Company hold-
ings near Piercy. Dimmick bought out the Anderson interest, and the sawmill operated as the T.M. Dimmick 
Lumber Company until it was closed in 1971. 
The sawmill was adjacent to the Coombs Lumber Company at Piercy with adjacent log decks, and Western 
Ways photos traditionally used the log decks of the adjacent sawmill to enhance the image of the moderately 
sized operations.                                                                            Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 



30 

F.M. Crawford Lumber Company, Covelo, CA. October, 1957. Sec 28-29, T23N, R12W 
Frank Crawford built this sawmill in Covelo in 1953, after originally purchasing the Sacramento Box Company 
mill at the south end of Round Valley. When Baxter Pole purchased the Brushy Mountain Ranch in 1955, 
Crawford closed the Longvale sawmill and consolidated his operations to Covelo for a short time. Crawford pur-
chased 40,000 acres north-east of Covelo, and with vast amounts of local U.S. Forest Service timber on the mar-
ket, was well positioned in the Covelo working circle. The sawmill was acquired by Georgia Pacific Corporation 
in 1968, and passed to Louisiana Pacific in 1973. Louisiana Pacific Corporation twice re-built the sawmill on 
the same site.                                                                                      Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 



Al Boldt Lumber Company, Gualala, CA. September, 1956. NE 1/4 Sec 24, T11N, R15W 
John Rutherford and George Weber built the first sawmill on this location at the mouth of the Gualala River in 
1861. The mill became the Gualala Lumber Company, and was probably best known for its wide-gauge (68”) rail-
road, designed to accommodate two horses abreast to pull the log cars. Gualala Lumber then began using a 
steam donkey to power a make-shift locomotive. Baldwin Locomotive Works later built three wide-gauge loco-
motives for the railroad, engines #2, #3, and #4. The sawmill transferred to Empire Redwood Company, Ameri-
can Redwood Company, National Redwood Company, Southern Redwood Company, and then to a new Empire 
Redwood Company after World War II. Al Boldt moved from Anderson Valley to purchase the sawmill in 1956, 
which he operated until 1965.                                                                   Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Dudley-Devilbiss Lumber Company, Calpella, CA. June, 1952. Sec 16, T16N, R12W 
The Northwestern Pacific Railroad crosses the Russian River to enter Calpella in its southbound journey. This 
was later the site of the Al Thrasher Lumber Company, which was then purchased by     (continued page 32) 



Masonite in 1969. The sawmill property transferred to Louisiana Pacific with the Louisiana Pacific purchase of 
the former Masonite timberlands from the Timber Realization Company in 1986. 
                                                                                                                   Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo  

Daniels and Ross Lumber Company, Elk, CA. June, 1952. Sec 26, T15N, R17W 
Warren Daniels and Jack Ross knew each other growing up in Mendocino, California, both sons of timber fami-
lies. Their first sawmill project together in the early 1930s was a small mill in Elk which almost immediately 
burned to the ground and was not rebuilt. The two went their separate ways for several years before again join-
ing forces in 1945 to build a sawmill on Redwood Creek, near Irmulco on the  on the California Western Rail-
road. This mill was doing well in 1949 when Jack Ross inherited some property in Elk, because Goodyear Lum-
ber Company owed his father, John Ross II, some money and stock. Jack Ross was murdered in Willits in 1950, 
but the company continued to be known as Daniels and Ross out of respect for the family. The new mill in Elk, 
which was completed about 1953, featured a Swedish sash gang mill and a Harrah Brothers edger, all powered 
by General Motors Detroit Diesel engines. Large logs from the Daniels and Ross operations were generally sold 
to Caspar Lumber Company. 
The Redwood Creek mill was closed in 1965-57, and the property sold to Masonite Corporation. The Elk 
sawmill was sold to Al Thrasher, who operated the mill until it was closed and auctioned in 1967. 
                                                                                                                  Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

32 



33 

Bojock Lumber Company, Manchester, CA. c. 1960, Sec 1, T13N, R17W 
Six sawmill workers from Hammond’s Samoa, California plant, out of a job due to the Redwood Strike, arrived 
in Manchester, California in 1946 to try to survive in the split product business. The six formed a company using 
the first letter of their last names, Everett Bean, Jack O’Conner, Walter Jacobsen, Raymond “Chub” Ohleyer, 
Leroy Case, and Charles Kovacovich. After operating a shingle mill, the group built their first sawmill on Allan 
Creek which they operated from 1947-1951. By 1951, Chub Ohleyer had purchased the interests of the other five 
partners, and began construction of a new sawmill on Alder Creek, north of Manchester on Highway 101. This 
mill burned to the ground in 1954 and was rebuilt in 1955. To maintain cash flow during the construction, 
Ohleyer purchased and operated the old Diamantine mill on Brush Creek. With the new mill on line in 1955, 
Ohleyer sold the Diamantine mill to the Spacek Brothers. The Bojock mill and the adjacent S & S planning mill 
were closed and auctioned in 1957.                                           Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

Stone Canyon Lumber Company, Laytonville, CA. June, 1952. NW 1/4 Sec 31, T21N, R14W 
Located at the south end of Long Valley.                                         Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Spacek Brothers Lumber Company, Manchester, CA. 1957. NW 1/4 Sec 31, T14N, R16W 
When the Bojock mill at Alder Creek burned in 1954, Chub Ohleyer sent the Spacek brothers and the rest of his 
sawmill crew up to Brush Creek to operate the old Diamantine mill. Joe Spacek was the sawyer, George Spacek 
was the edgerman, and Frank Spacek tended to lumber shipments. When the new all-steel Bojock sawmill was 
completed in 1955, Ohleyer sold the Diamantine sawmill to the Spacek brothers. The Spaceks were interested in 
cutting the Douglas fir that developed from the Bojock operations, allowing Ohleyer’s mill to concentrate on 
sawing redwood. The Spaceks operated the Diamantine mill for one season before moving the mill to this loca-
tion on Highway 1, just north of Mal Paso Creek. The Spacek and Bojock operations were shut down at the 
same time in 1967.                                                                              Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Elmer Padula Lumber 
Company, Longvale, CA. 
June, 1953. NW 1/4 Sec 
28, T20N, R14W 
Elmer Padula’s sawmill 
at Longvale was conven-
iently located to receive 
logs via the Northwest-
ern Pacific Railroad from 
the north, and ship lum-
ber via railroad or truck. 
The old Highway 162 
(Covelo Road) right an-
gle bridge crosses Outlet 
Creek almost in the mid-
dle of the sawmill opera-
tion. The Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad is on the 
right; the bottom is 
north to Eureka, the top 
is south to Willits. 
  
Photo courtesy of Theron 
Brown & Chris Baldo 

S & O Lumber company, Calpella, CA. June, 1952. Sec 20, T16N, R12W 
Gil Sissons, Sr. and Graton Owens were partners in a sawmill in Pope Valley in Lake County. Wanting to get in 
the redwood business, they built the S & O Lumber Company sawmill in Calpella. Sissons later bought out Ow-
ens, and the sawmill became the G.M. Sissons Lumber Company. The sawmill was beset (continued page 36) 



with problems; it was washed away in the floods of 1955, rebuilt and burned to the ground in 1956, rebuilt and 
washed away in the floods of 1957. This sawmill sits just across the Northwestern Pacific tracks from the Club 
Calpella in downtown Calpella. Old Highway 101 is at the top of the photo. The sawmill site is now the home of 
McFarland Trucking.                                                                              Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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F.M. Crawford Lumber Company, Ukiah, CA. September, 1956. Sec 5, T15N, R12W 
When Harold Casteel sold his Willits sawmill to the Pacific Coast Company in 1951, he immediately began plans 
to construct a new sawmill in Ukiah in 1952. The location was ideal for his new timber purchases near Potter 
Valley, and the adjacent Northwestern Pacific Railroad would prove invaluable with his subsequent purchase of 
the Lake Mountain timber north of Covelo along the Northwestern Pacific route. The sawmill cut a significant 
amount of pine, a rarity in the midst of the redwood-Douglas fir belt. Frank Crawford purchased Casteel’s 
sawmill in 1956, along with his Lake Mountain cutting rights, and Ukiah became the home for the growing F.M. 
Crawford Lumber Company empire. With Frank and Vivian Crawford’s death in a Canadian plan wreck in 1966, 
the Company’s assets were sold to Georgia Pacific Corporation in 1968. The sawmill operated as a Louisiana Pa-
cific sawmill for many years before becoming a Mendocino Forest Products sawmill. 
                                                                                                                Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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P.H.E. Lumber Company, Longvale, CA. June, 1954. SE 1/4 Sec 24, T21N,R15W 
P.H.E. Lumber Company was located in Long Valley, south of Laytonville at Steel Lane. It was named after 
the three owners, Mr. Penderson, Dan Herman and Cal Erickson. The mill utilized one of the first Swedish sash-
gang saws in the area to cut small logs. In 1956, P.H.E. purchased the timber assets of the Ben Mast Lumber 
company, west of Laytonville on the Branscomb Road.           Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 

Ben L. Branscomb Lumber Company, Laytonville, CA. May, 1953. SW 1/4 Sec 26, T22N, R15W 
Ben Branscomb built his first sawmill in 1941 along Highway 101, just south of the Czech Lodge with his broth-
er, Everett Branscomb. This became known as the Branscomb Brothers mill. After serving in the Armed Forces 
in World War II, Ben returned to Laytonville and became foreman of the Hugh Thompson mill which was five 
miles north-east of Longvale. Ben began work on his own                     (continued page 38) 



on the Groscup Ranch, south of Laytonville on what is now the Shamrock Ranch. This mill was only operated 
for one season. In 1948, Ben began work on the Ben Branscomb Lumber Company on the Warren Woodruff 
property, four miles north of Laytonville. This had been the site of the old Mulligan Mill, which h ad burned. The 
mill had four or five cabins around the perimeter of the log deck for worker housing as well as the Branscomb 
family. Mill Production gradually increased to an average of 30,000 board feet /day. The sawmill was closed in 
1955 in the midst of another lumber market downturn. The last straw in the sawmill business for Ben’s wife Rob-
erta was when Ben was operating the Skagit double-drum moving a particularly heavy log and dead-man guying 
when the loader uprooted. The Skagit, with Ben still in the operator’s seat, was launched into the mill pond and 
Ben disappeared under the nest of floating logs. After much anguish among the crew, Ben emerged from the 
pond, wringing water from his felt hat, upset that he had lost his cigar. Ben Branscomb made a career        and a 
reputation as a saw filer for many sawmills in the area, including the Harwood mill and the Ben Mast mill. 
                                                                                                        Photo courtesy of Theron Brown and Chris  Baldo 
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Industrial Plywood Corporation, Willits, CA. 1953. NW 1/4 Sec 19, T18N, R13W 
Industrial Plywood Corporation, a Fairhurst Company of Eugene, Oregon, started construction of this plant in 
1948 after purchasing the site from Ernest McKee. The plant used an eight acre mill pond holding 12,000,000 
gallons of water. The Northwestern Pacific Railroad crosses the lower portion of the photo. Highway 101 near 
the present site of Burger King is visible at the top of the photo. Industrial Plywood also operated a stud mill for 
the peeler cores immediately south of the plywood facility. 
The Industrial Plywood site was until recently the location of the Peters and Garman gravel and concrete plant. 
                                                                                                               Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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Union Pine Lumber Company 
F.M. Crawford Lumber Company, Pine Division, Potter Valley, CA. Sec 27, T18N, R11W 
When  
Archie Hessman, owner of Ukiah Pine Lumber Company, passed away in 1959, Frank Crawford purchased the 
sawmill as well as a large block of timberland owned by the company on the south slopes of Mt. San Hedrin. 
With the large increase of pine lumber coming from the Ukiah Pine sawmill, Crawford built a pine re-
manufacturing plant and cut-up plant on the former Durable Plywood site in Calpella. 
                                                                                              Photo courtesy of Theron Brown & Chris Baldo 
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LIBRARY REPORT 
 

BY BRUCE EVANS, LIBRARIAN 
 

The Library - More Than Just books 
 

 Library - It conjures up visions of endless shelves of books; of card files; of grouchy old librarians 
who check your books in and out. Our library’s 1959 Webster dictionary says: “A room or building where 
a collection of books, etc. is kept for reading or reference.” 
  
 Indeed, this is typically what we van envision in a library, and most libraries in fact are limited to 
books, periodicals, maps, documents and a few other “paper” items. The Roots of Motive Power Special 
Research Library has all of that, but it also has much more. 
  
 The Library is the repository for nearly 80 artifacts that don’t go on bookshelves. These include 
items that relate primarily to steam engineering, logging, and railroading, and range in size from a North-
western Pacific Railroad conductors lapel pin (Bill Burns) to a huge 3-1/2’ by 6-1/2’ bellows (Noreen Gil-
strap) that was used at the Northwestern Lumber mill in what is now Brooktrails. 
  
 Chris Baldo has created what may be the largest collection of link motion valve demonstrators on 
the continent. These small replicas of steam engine valve gear show the inner workings of this equipment, 
and were used for the instruction of engineers and firemen. Chris has donated 14 of these devices, most of 
which are on display in the galleries or in the Library. 
  
 Other steam-related artifacts include gauges, a flyball throttling governor, and an immaculate hy-
drostatic oiler that Bob Hinerman found under the floorboards of Bert Rudolph’s home. 
  
 Among the many artifacts donated by the late Rogan Coombs is a solid brass 30 inch mill whistle 
which graces the Museum gallery.. Rogan also donated many models of early logging, including a scale 
model of the “Samson,” an articulated steam locomotive that ran on the Caspar, South Fork and Eastern 
Railroad. An unusual item from Rogan is a pair of wooden guides from back when they made railroad ties 
by hand. 
  
 In the railroadiana department, artifacts fun the Gambit from a Northwestern Pacific brakeman’s 
lantern (Jeff Millerick) to a Northwestern Pacific auger and slick (Henry Strock) to a concrete mile marker 
(Bob Simonsen). 
  
 The list goes on and on; artwork, stock certificates (including a rare on from the Caspar, South 
Fork and Eastern RR), steam valve indicators, and one item we keep in service in the Library - a Simplex 
time recorder (clock) from the early 1900s which still tells us accurately when it is time to knock off. 
  
 So while we may well be able to fulfill your research request with a book or diagram, we may also 
do you one better. We may show you the real thing, so you can actually touch and visualize how it was 
done, instead of just having to guess. 
  
 Your Library is much more than just books -  its history brought to life; it’s a museum in itself. 



ELECTRIC SERVICE COMES TO ROOTS 
 

BY JERRY MOORE 
 

 Back in 2001, Roots issued a check to PG&E for engineering studies to bring electrical service to 
the Roots Work & Restoration Building, and matters rested there while the City of Willits prepared de-
signs for city baseball and soccer fields. In looking back through my files, I see the first mention of electri-
cal service planning in February, 2005. In the fall of 2006 inquiries were made of PG&E about conduit 
sizes, amperage load and potential areas for transformer mounts. Communications continued through the 
spring of 2007 with PG&E and then the City of Willits about details but then slowed down as attention 
was paid to Roots summer programs. The City concentrated on grading and installing the baseball and 
soccer fields, and during that process, conduits were laid from East Commercial Street .to the designated 
transformer area. Conduits were then laid to the Roots fence line and were capped until our crews could 
get to them. 
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During the summer of 2008, things came to-
gether with Keith Rongey leading the efforts 
and maintaining contact with the City of Wil-
lits, PG&E, and Dean Fuller of Fuller Electric 
who has provided technical direction to Roots 
for this project.. This is a long way of getting 
around to January, 2009, when Kirk Graux 
brought his Bobcat backhoe, met Keith and 
started to trench to the designated switch site 
at the Roots Work building. Mechanical fail-
ures greeted the effort causing a delay taken 
advantage of by latent groundwater that col-
lapsed the trenches before completion. A 
pump was secured and a small army of volun-
teers coalesced on the scene the next work-
day. The remnants of the trenches were 
pumped dry and soil was excavated; the con-
duits from the transformer pad were uncov-
ered, dried, cleaned, and then extended about 
half the distance from the pad before the end 
of the day. The conduits were inclined at a 
constant slope and back filled by hand shovel 
until they were deemed safe from mechanical 
back filling. 
 A smaller crew reconvened during the 
following week and finished the trenching and 
conduits and brought the conduit ends up at 
the designated main panel site. High strength 
tapes were threaded through each conduit in 
preparation for PG&E’s electrical cable pull 
through the conduits. Keith Rongey and Neil 
Banham built and installed the forms and  

Keith Rongey cleans out the conduit trench, with Wes 
Brubacher as an interested bystander. 
                                                Jerry Moore photograph 



rebar for the concrete pad pour which was completed later that week. Dean Fuller met with PG&E to order 
the correct meter and panel main switch box and had them delivered in time for the project. The panel was 

42 

mounted onto the pad and passed PG&E in-
spection which enabled them to schedule the 
cable pull onto the heavy construction crew’s 
installation schedule. We are expecting a 
powered meter with in the next month. 
 Work continues on the inside of the 
building with mounts prepared for sub-panels. 
There is still a huge amount of work to do 
with secondary distribution and other power 
projects, but we are oh-so-close to having 
electricity without the roar of a generator en-
gine. Many thanks go to Keith Rongey for 
taking the lead on this project and to his crew 
for bringing the project this far. Thanks too, 
go to those who have donated to help this pro-
ject along. We will keep you advised as 
Roots, while still mired in steam and smoke, 
moves further into the age of electricity. 

Upper left - Keith 
Rongey works on in-
stallation of the con-
crete forms for the pad 
that will be poured for 
the electrical panels. 
 
Left - Here, Keith 
checks the final leveling 
of the forms prior to 
pouring the concrete. 
 
Photos courtesy of Jerry 
Moore 
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The concrete pad has cured, and the electrical panel is 
being lowered into place next to the Roots Work 
Building.         Photo courtesy of Jerry Moore 
 

Keith Rongey, (R) and Mike Meyer, satisfied with a 
good piece of work, admire the electrical panel in-
stallation, and await the arrival of the actual electri-
cal cables.         Photo courtesy of Jerry Moore 

BACK COVER PAGE 
Coombs Lumber Company, Piercy, CA. c. 1965. Sec 35, T5S, R3E 
Mal Coombs built this sawmill in 1949-50. The Douglas fir mill featured a double-circle saw headrig with a 16’ 
air shotgun carriage, a combination insert-tooth edger with a battery of gang saws, a Saginaw sash gang, and a 
trim saw. A planer was later installed to surface the lumber. After experimenting wth cutting hardwood lum-
ber in the mid-1960s, the sawmill was shut down for good in 1968. 
A portion of the large log deck on the left belonged to Tom Dimmick’s adjacent Riverview Lumber Company 
stud mill. 
                                                                                          Photo courtesy of Theron Brown and Chris Baldo 




