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COVER PHOTO: CROFOOT LUMBER COMPANY. L/R: Bud Crofoot; Earl Sherman, 
Office Manager; Harry Merlo, Sales manager for Ralph Rounds Lumber Company, Asti, CA, in front of the 
Crofoot Lumber Company office with the first redwood slab sawn after the sawmill in Ukiah was rebuilt in 
1960 after the fire. At the time of the 1960 fire, Crofoot Lumber Company was the largest single lumber 
supplier to the Ralph Rounds Lumber Company. Harry Merlo was never more happy when the lumber be-
gan to flow again.                                                                         Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
               
 

 
 
ROOTS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
  
              The Roots Board of Directors conducts a regular schedule of meetings each year. Meetings will be 
held on the second Thursday of each month. Meetings are scheduled to begin at 6:00 PM. Remaining meet-
ings for 2009 are: August 13, September 10, October 8, November 12, December 10. 
    Members and volunteers are welcome to attend these meetings. Meeting sites can be determined 
by contacting President Chris Baldo (days) at 707-459-4549.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
CHRIS BALDO, PRESIDENT 

 
 
 Sometimes the task of writing the historical articles for the Highline feels like a burden, but most 
of the time the intrigue of the unknown and the strength of the human spirit displayed against overwhelm-
ing odds win the day. I found the Crofoot Lumber Company story interesting at a number of levels, but 
particularly apropos when considering the economic carnage of our times. This was further highlighted 
when I sat down to dinner Saturday at my favorite Mendocino County restaurant, the North Fork Café in 
Covelo, and Chef Denny Lopiano wandered by to ask me if I had heard that the federal government decid-
ed to start accepting counterfeit money since the government presses could not print fast enough. 
 Those of us in the sawmill business generally espouse the myopic view that wealth can only be 
created by growing something: (wheat or trees, and generally reaping the rewards of the sun’s energy), or 
mining hidden wealth from the earth’s core. Following the life of Henry Clay Crofoot, from the Klondike 
gold rush, to the redwoods of Greenwood Creek, to the sulfur mines of the Black rock Desert of Nevada, 
you are in awe of the wealth that one man can create. And not just wealth that lines one individual’s pock-
et. Under this model, even the richest men on the Forbes list have not created wealth, they have just been 
the most proficient at accumulating wealth. So Bill Gates is just another dance hall girl, perhaps a little 
more efficient than Klondike Kate was a separating the sourdoughs from their purse of hard-earned gold. I 
couldn’t find anyone in the Forbes list that had wielded a chain saw, pulled green chain, or loaded a muck-
er deep underground when the square-set timbers started to shudder. What does it really mean when the 
government prints dollar after dollar with no farmer’s or miner’s sweat to show? I don’t know, but I feel 
more comfortable with Henry Crofoot’s model of the world.  
 Last issue of the Highline, I bemoaned the loss of three individuals that had served Roots in a vari-
ety of ways. I was hoping that there would be many more issues before I had to announce another signifi-
cant loss. Roots of Motive Power lost one of the strengths of the organization, Bob Hinerman. Bob passed 
away on April 24, 2009. Bob was a retired Chief Engineer in the Merchant Marine. He had a marvelous 
ability to just demand that you do the job right. He taught many of the current Roots volunteers about the 
marvels of steam power and was always one of our best ambassadors to the public. I personally spent 
many wonderful days working with Bob restoring the Bucyrus-Erie 50B shovel and will think of him eve-
ry time she is making steam. We all wish Bob’s wife, Vi all the best. 
 I was down at Roots for the last workday and was pleasantly shocked (probably not the right 
choice of words) to see a coffee pot plugged into the new Roots electrical service entrance. Roots Board 
member Keith Rongey deserves a huge pat on the back from the organization. Jack Wade started the pro-
cess in what seems like a decade ago. Today the roots work facility has electricity. We need to continue to 
push to develop a distribution system so we have power throughout  the 70 x 220 foot building. I would 
also like to thank the individuals that donated the funds to make the electrical service. Tom Keating, a spe-
cial thank you. Come by for a cup of coffee. 
 I hope to see everyone at the annual meeting in August, and the Roots Festival in September. 
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CROFOOT LUMBER COMPANY 
By Chris Baldo and Theron Brown 

 
 A question for you timber industry history buffs out there: What do the Duke of Mantua from Verdi’s 
popular opera Rigoletto, Klondike Kate, Nevada’s Black rock Desert of “Burning Man” fame, the northern 
Sierra Nevada foothill town of De Sabla, a Northwestern Pacific Railroad train wreck at Largo, and the 
L.E. White Lumber Company narrow gauge railroad running through the Greenwood Creek Redwoods 
have in common? Our chronicles of the timber industry have recurring themes; the utilization of natural 
resources and the story of unique individuals, all painted into the fabric of the times, circumstances and 
events of the day. When we embarked upon writing a story about the 1950s era sawmill operation of the 
Crofoot family at the Forks, north of Ukiah, little did we know that we would soon be researching Giuseppe 
Verdi, the Klondike Gold Rush, sulfur and cinnabar in the Nevada desert, and the Goodyear Lumber Com-
pany. We enjoyed the journey, and we hope that you enjoy the fascinating story of the Crofoot Lumber 
Company. 
 
 In Preble, New York, during the nineteenth century the extended Crofoot family led a prominent, 
productive, and comfortable life. But as a teenager, Henry C. Crofoot eschewed the cozy life and chose a 
life’s path of adventure and risk when he embarked on a journey to seek his fortune in the Klondike Gold 
rush. Henry was one of the original 50 stampeders that made the trek from Anchorage, Alaska into the Yu-
kon and Dawson City in 1896. Reports of the original group’s success prompted tens of thousands of hope-
ful miners and city slickers to follow. Most never found the gold they sought, but the settlement of the dis-
tant wilderness of Alaska had begun. 

Klondike Gold Rush stampeders 
make their way up Chilkoot Pass 
to the Canadian border in 1898. 
Up to 120,000 hopeful miners 
and city slickers headed for the 
Yukon when news arrived that 
gold had been found near Daw-
son. Most of the gold claims were 
already taken by the earliest 
stampeders, such as Henry 
Crofoot, by the time the masses 
arrived. Canadian authorities 
required each miner to bring 
1000 pounds of supplies with 
them, requiring many trips up 
the mountain, and many trips 
back down the mountain, skiing 
on their shovels. Photo courtesy of 
University of Washington 
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 Henry found gold, filing two claims, one in Hunker Creek, the other at Bonanza Creek. Young Hen-
ry found more than gold in the Klondike; he developed a love of mining that would continue his entire life. 
Henry also found a group of friends that relied on each other to survive the many challenges of the rugged 
life in Alaska. The original stampeders always referred to each other with a nickname, Henry’s being the 
Duke of Mantua, a romantic figure from the Italian opera, Rigoletto. Exactly why this name was placed in  



on Henry is lost in he annals of time, but the Verdi version of the Duke of Mantua had a weakness for beau-
tiful women. After most returned to their disparate lives in the lower 48, the group held reunions  to relive 

 
A group of 
Klondike 
stampeders 
struggle to 
melt the fro-
zen ground 
with steam so 
they can pan 
the gravel in 
the Yukon in 
1898. 
 
Photo courtesy 
of the Univer-
sity of Wash-
ington 

the glory of the tough times. Prominent among these friends was Klondike Kate, the famous entertainer and 
dancer that inspired many a stampeder to give up some of his hard-earned gold. Kate later moved to Bend, 
Oregon and organized and sponsored many of the group’s reunions. At one of the reunions in Los Angeles, 
a very formal coat and tie affair, Kate approached Henry and asked if he remembered her. Henry, always 
enjoying being on stage, announced to the multitudes, “of course I remember, you gave me the worst case 
of clap in my life.” 
 Henry returned to Preble, New York and met the love of his life, Blanche Van Patten. They were 
married in 1901, and soon decided to move to California, in part so Henry could help his older sister, Em-
ma, with a fruit orchard in Fresno. While in California, Blanch suffered a miscarriage with the couple’s first 
child, and they decided to return to the comfort of Preble to start their family. Daughter Gladys was born in 
1904, followed by another daughter, Beatrice in 1909. Two sons followed, John in 1912, and Henry Clay Jr. 
(Bud) in 1917. 
 Henry was busy establishing himself as a businessman in up-state New York. He purchased an in-
terest in the Gander River Lumber and Pulp company in Newfoundland developing an understanding of the 
lumber business. Not afraid to venture away from home, Henry found himself managing a cotton plantation 
in the Mississippi River town of Tallulah, Louisiana. In the teens, Henry moved to Syracuse where he sold 
real estate and managed real estate interests for himself and others. In 1917 he even ventured into designing 
and manufacturing airplanes. With the birth of their fourth child, Bud, in 1917, Henry and Blanche were 
again lured to California by the Golden State’s abundant opportunities in timber and mining. 
 The redwood timber near the mouth of the Russian river in California’s Sonoma County had attract-
ed many since the days of the California gold rush. Henry found an opportunity to begin his California en-
terprises, purchasing the sawmill at Duncan’s Mills. Duncan’s Mills was not just a timber town. It was also 
a  popular tourist destination for people in the San Francisco Bay area to visit by train. 
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Henry Crofoot’s 
sister Emma’s 
first house in Fres-
no. Henry and 
Blanche came to 
CA soon after they 
were married to 
help Emma estab-
lish a fruit or-
chard. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Marsha Johnson 
Isbester  

While in Fresno 
in 1903, Henry, 
Blanche and Em-
ma journeyed to 
Yosemite via the 
Giant Sequoias. 
 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Marsha Johnson 
Isbester 

The daughters would take the morning train into Santa Rosa for high school and John went to elementary 
school in nearby Monte Rio. In the first of many sawmill fires that would plague the Crofoot lumber inter-
ests over the years, the Duncan’s Mills operation was destroyed with no insurance. The redwood lumber 
business had Henry’s interest, so he borrowed enough money to start another sawmill operation further 
south in Santa Cruz. Gladys graduated from high school in Santa Cruz. 
 Once one is affected by gold fever, it never leaves your blood. Word of gold exploration in the Trin-
ity Alps and the foothills of the northern Sierra Nevada persuaded Henry to move his family to Magalia, a 
small town above Chico. In 1925 he was President of the Mammoth Channel company, and along with 
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The office of 
the Gander 
River Lum-
ber and Pulp 
company in 
Newfound-
land. Henry 
C. Crofoot 
was the Pres-
ident of the 
company. 
 
Photo courtesy 
of Marsha 
Johnson 
Isbester 

Henry Crofoot at Magalia, California 
                                              Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

a number of stockholders operated the Mam-
moth Channel Mine near Magalia. Part of Hen-
ry's genius was being able to attract investors to 
his many projects. After the Mammoth Channel 
company Henry attracted a group of New York 
investors to start the Shasta Hydraulic Mining 
company, with operations at Trinity Center, and 
the related Igo Mining Company. Henry was the 
local manager for both the Trinity Center and 
Igo operations. These and other mining claims 
kept Henry busy and, as the boys grew older, 
kept John and Bud busy also. The two were of-
ten late for school and early to leave so they 
could drive truck for their father. John and Bud 
both graduated from Chico High School: John 
in 1929 and Bud in 1936. 
 After graduating from high school John 
decided to pursue his own ambitions as a gold 
miner rather than continuing working on Hen-
ry’s multitude of projects. The center of his op-
erations was at Igo, south-west of Redding, 
where he and some friends formed the Pioneer 
Gold Dredging Company. He was working in 
Igo when he met a young Stanford graduate, 
Imogene “Gene” Stiles. They were married in 
1936. Gene was the daughter of a US State De-
partment envoy, and had spent most of her life 
outside the country at her father’s various posts.                            
(continued page 9) 
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Gold dredge at the 
Shasta Hydraulic 
Mining Company 
at Trinity Center, 
California. 
 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 

Henry Clay “Bud” Crofoot Jr. with the monitor at 
Trinity Center, California in the early 1930s. 
                                 Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Hydraulic mining at Trinity Center, California in 
the early 1930s, separating the small, gold-
bearing sand and gravel from the large boulders. 
                            Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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A sixty Cat moves 
gravel at a Crofoot 
dredging operation at 
Trinity Center, Cali-
fornia. 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of Jane 
Crofoot 



John Crofoot op-
erating the drag-
line at the Pio-
neer Gold Dredg-
ing Company at 
Igo, California. 
 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Gene Grofoot 

Her life growing up in sophisticated society and her higher education at Stanford University did little to pre-
pare her for life in Igo: the drafty wooden cabin, no electricity, cooking on a wood stove, and soon starting 
to raise a family of four, (Tom, Pete, Mike and daughter Suzie). Although their fortunes improved over the 
years, thirty years later Gene would find herself as a miner’s wife living in a very unsophisticated trailer in 
the middle of the scorching Nevada desert. John and Gene moved to Hayfork, California for another gold 
mining operation in the late 1930s, where son Pete was born, then returned to work and live in Igo by 1941. 

Gold dredge of the 
Pioneer Dredging 
company at Igo, Cali-
fornia where John 
Crofoot worked.  
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of Gene 
Crofoot 
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Left: At Henry and Blanche’s home in Magalia, Califor-
nia. Back row L/R Henry, Blanch, John. Front row L/R 
John and Gene’s son John, Gladys’ daughter Barbara. 
 
Below: John and Gene’s home in Igo, California. L/R 
Gene, Tom, Peter. Gene was an avid horseperson her 
whole life, even in the Nevada desert. 
 
Photos courtesy of Gene Crofoot 

Bud continued to work in the gold fields at Trinity Center, Igo, Magalia, and at Fair Oaks on the outskirts 
of Sacramento, while Henry continued to chase the myriad of business opportunities that he discovered. 
One of these opportunities was a sawmill at De Sabla just down the highway from Henry’s house at 
Magalia. Good quality pine and Douglas Fir timber was readily available which rekindled Henry’s interest 
in the sawmill business. The sawmill was named Gaylord and Crofoot (Henry’s partner in the sawmill 
business being Henry Gaylord). For the next ten years, timber, mining, and putting together  timber deals 
would absorb Henry’s time. 
 Bud was working on a gold dredge at Fair Oaks, California, in 1940 when a good friend, Harley 
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Lucci, introduced him to a young woman working at a Woolworth’s store in Reno, Iola Jane Yeakey. The 
two were immediately smitten, and were married in 1941. Jane’s family was from Susanville, and her father 
was the Lassen County Sheriff. 

Left: Bud Crofoot at Magalia, California. 
Above; Bud at the sluice box at Trinity Center which 
allows the heavier gold to separate from the sand and 
gravel.           
Lower left; At Henry and Blanche’s home in Magalia, 
L/R Gladys’ daughter Barbara, Jane, Blanche 
 
                                        Photos courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

11 

 The beginning of World War II had an imme-
diate effect on all of the Crofoots. Production of lum-
ber by the Gaylord and Crofoot sawmill was deemed 
a vital industry. John Crofoot left Igo to be a supervi-
sor of ship repair at Mare Island Naval Shipyard at 
Vallejo. John’s departure was immediate, and Jane 
had to drive up to Igo to take Gene and the children 
up to Henry’s house in Magalia. Gene and the chil-
dren eventually moved to Vallejo, and John continued 
to work at Mare Island shipyard for twelve years until 
1953. 
 Bud Crofoot’s proficiency with a dragline 
shovel was put to use building the Sierra Army Depot 
at Herlong, California. Herlong offered four benefits 
as a weapons storage facility; good railroad access, 



remote from population centers, dry storage conditions, and relatively safe from Japanese coastal attack. 
Bud and Jane’s first child, Jim, was born at Fair Oaks in 1942. 
 After working at the Herlong Army Depot, Bud, Jane and Jim moved to Magalia to help Bud’s fa-
ther with the Gaylord and Crofoot sawmill operation at De Sabla, thus freeing Henry to embark on his 
search for new investment opportunities. Bud felt pretty secure in the vital status of lumber to the war effort 
and believed that he would not be drafted. This all changed in December, 1944 with the German offensive 
in the Battle of the Bulge, and Bud was soon wearing olive drab. Jane proved to be a very capable sawmill 
manager, and she took over the reins at the sawmill until Bud was discharged from the army. Bud was sta-
tioned at Fort Ord in Monterrey, California, and Jim remembers his mom loading him in the car for several 
trips down to the base for a visit. 
 Jane remembers a funny incident when she was still the manager near the end of the war. She 

Above; The price one pays for 
living in the beautiful Sierra 
Nevada mountains, Magalia, 
California in winter. 
 
Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
 
Left; John, Gene and their 
two oldest boys, Tom and 
Peter, at the house in Vallejo, 
California when John was 
working at Mare Island Na-
val Shipyard as a ship repair 
superintendent. 
 
Photo courtesy of Gene Crofoot  
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hired a Navy cook seeking work, Mac McFarland, to pull green chain. Bud soon returned from the service 
and Jane informed him that she had hired a Navy cook to pull green chain, the most strenuous of sawmill 
jobs. Figuring the young man might need some help, Bud headed down to the chain and began pulling 
boards alongside Mac. After a few minutes, Mac announced, “if its all right with you, sonny, I can do this 
job better by myself.” It wasn’t until later that Mac learned that “sonny” was his new boss. McFarland 
would remain one of Bud’s most trusted employees for over 20 years. 
 Bud assumed the ownership of his father in Gaylord and Crofoot sawmill and in May, 1947 Bud 
purchased the Harry Gaylord interest. In August, 1947 the Crofoot lumber Company sawmill in De Sabla 
burned to the ground. The sawmill was immediately rebuilt. During this time Bud was approached by a                       
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Left; Bud and Jane Crofoot 
with their first son, Jim, at 
Magalia, California in about 
1944. 
 
Below; Gaylord and Crofoot 
sawmill at De Sabla, California 
with an early’40s model Peter-
bilt lumber truck. 
 
 
Photos courtesy of Jane Crofoot 



Turning a big pine log on the carriage at the Gaylord and Crofoot sawmill at De Sabla, California. 
                                     Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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When Bud 
was drafted 
into the army 
in 1944, Jane 
Crofoot took 
over manage-
ment of the 
sawmill at De 
Sabla. Here, 
she checks on 
Bob Minata’s 
Kenworth 
with a load of 
lumber head-
ed to market. 
Photo courtesy 
of Jane Crofoot 

young man wanting to take over the trucking requirements for the sawmill. After some discussion, Bud 
gave Ed Minata the job. The lumber production began to pile up as the Crofoots waited anxiously for a 
lumber truck to arrive. It seemed that Ed Minata didn’t really have any trucks and had to buy some before 
he could go into the trucking business. Despite the rough start to a business relationship Ed Minata and the 
Crofoots became best of friends, and Minata trucks were a fixture at most Crofoot operations, either in the 
woods or at the sawmill. 
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 While Bud and Jane were minding the store, Henry was using his time wisely exploring a number 
of opportunities. The first was in early 1945 near Corning, California where he was lining up a number of 
investors for a new enterprise called the Yolla Bolly Lumber Company. The ambitious project on a 130 
acre  tract north of the Corning City Limits would have included a 20 acre mill pond, a sawmill, plywood 
plant, box factory, planning mill, a by-products plant for the manufacture of plastics and alcohol, and 
would have employed 700-800 men. The timber resource was to come from a 36,000 acre tract of timber 
west of Paskenta, and was to be harvested utilizing 7 tractors, a Northwest shovel to load logs, and a fleet 
of 25 logging trucks. While Henry was getting the investors money together, he started building a 12-mile 
truck road from Paskenta to Patton Mill, the site of an old waterwheel powered sawmill dating from 1858. 
For unknown reasons, the project was never built, and a group of men from Bly, Oregon purchased the 
36,000 acres of land in late 1945. The group, Harold Crane, Walker Beene, and Bob Grimmett would 
build a sawmill at Paskenta and the company would become known as Crane Mills. While the Crane Mills 
sawmill is shut down, the company still owns the original 36,000 acres and over 44,000 additional acres 
they have purchased in the area. Six miles out of Paskenta, the truck road reaches a promontory overlook-
ing the vast central valley that the maps still call Crofoot Point. 

Gaylord and Crofoot sawmill at De Sabla. Note the wooden “jacks” under the units of lumber on the green 
chain. A truck would carefully back under the unit, displacing the jack, and the unit of lumber would drop gen-
tly and squarely onto the truck bed, some of the time. One of the many art forms in the early sawmill business. 
                                                                                                   Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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A Sterling log 
truck pulls into 
the Crofoot log 
yard at De Sabla. 
This is the mixed 
conifer region at 
its finest; incense 
cedar, ponderosa 
pine, sugar pine 
and Douglas fir. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 

A late 1940s LT Mack log 
truck at the Crofoot lumber 
Company at De Sabla, Cali-
fornia. 
 
 
Photo courtesy of Jane 
Crofoot 

 In 1947, Henry was again tracking down another opportunity northeast of Covelo in Mendocino 
county. Henry made an agreement to purchase the Bar Z Ranch, a historic 20,000 acre ownership, putting 
down the $5,000 deposit and making plans to pay off the balance of $160,000 purchase price. The sale 
never materialized. Perhaps the lack of a local log market at the time scuttled the plans for the Bar Z pur-
chase. Frank Crawford would soon arrive to build a sawmill at Longvale in 1948. The Bar Z provided logs 
for decades and Frank Crawford was finally able to purchase the ranch in the early 1960s. 
 Early in 1948, Henry was hired to move sawmill equipment from Aberdeen, Washington to Clo-
verdale, California. John took six months off from his work at Mare Island to help his father with the 
move. In 1948, Henry was involved in building the plywood plant in Calpella  
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The Crofoot sawmill at De Sabla burned to the ground in August, 1947. Here the steel headrig carriage rests on 
the burnt remains of the mill.                                                                             Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

The edger of the Crofoot sawmill at 
De Sabla after the 1947 fire. 
          Photo courtesy of  Jane Crofoot 

The logging tractors available in the mid-late 1940s at De 
Sabla were mostly a war-surplus vintage fleet. 
                                          Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

that became Durable Plywood. Near Calpella, he also began construction of a small sawmill, just north of 
the present Granite Construction plant. Henry secured 2,000 acres of timberland  on Orr Springs Road west 
of Ukiah, as well as 3,500 acres of land in Reeves Canyon, northwest of Ukiah. 
 While on one of his timber cruises in November, 1948, Henry and a timber buyer, Alec Wilson, be-
came lost in the woods near Yorkville in the fog and darkness. Henry, then aged 71, and Alec walked 30 
miles that night and the next day, emerging at Gualala, on the coast. A search party had been formed con-
sisting of Earl Sherman, Bud Craft, George Zini, and Henry's granddaughter, Barbara Terry, but the pair   



Bud Crofoot immediately began construction of a new sawmill at De Sabla after the 1947 fire. 
                                                                                                                      Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Re-building the new green chain after the 1947 fire.                               Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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walked to safety, only suffering from exposure and exhaustion. 
 Henry had his sights set on another opportunity in the redwood region of Mendocino County. In the 
post-war era, a tremendous amount of timberland was for sale in Mendocino County. Masonite Corporation 
purchased the Southern Pacific lands of the Albion Lumber Company in 1949, and Sage Land and Improve-
ment Company was beginning to sell both land and timber. In 1950, Henry made arrangements with the Elk 
Redwood Company, a Chicago holding company, to purchase the timberlands of the former L.E. White 
Lumber Company on Greenwood Creek at Elk. The L.E. White timberland had transferred to the Goodyear 



Redwood Company in 1916, and to the Elk Redwood Company in 1932. The 12,000 acre property con-
tained a tremendous volume of uncut, old-growth redwood. To escape the immediate financial burden of 
the purchase, Henry sold 2,000 acres of the Greenwood Creek property to Tony and Frances Fashauer. 
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Installing the new sash gang after the 1947 fire at the 
De Sabla mill.           Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Henry in Aberdeen Washington in 1948 at the 
sawmill that he and John moved down to Clo-
verdale, California. 
                                 Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

 Knowing that relying on  outside investors had its inherent risks, Henry convinced Bud that the 
only means to hold onto the properties was to produce logs from them and own a sawmill facility to pro-
cess them. Bud closed the De Sabla sawmill business and moved his company’s logging operation to 
Ukiah in 1949.He brought with him his wife Jane, seven year old son Jim, and his new son, Dan, born in 
1948, and according to Jane, their life savings of $495. They immediately  started logging the Orr Springs 
timberlands and delivering the logs to the sawmill in Calpella. This allowed Henry and Bud time to build a 
larger sawmill and planning mill just north of the old Highway 20-Highway 101 intersection at the Forks, 
east of the Northwestern Pacific tracks. Henry Stoll Lumber Company was located just south of the 
Crofoot mill, adjacent to Highway 20. 
 With the sawmill in operation and active logging operations on the company’s land, Henry and 
Bud persuaded John Crofoot to leave his job at Mare Island in 1953 and join the company. An underlying 
reason for needing John’s assistance was that with the operation running  (continued page 22) 



20 

MAP 1 

Map of the L.E. White Lumber Company land ownership in Greenwood Creek with the narrow-gauge railroad 
routes, which was purchased by Henry Crofoot in 1950 from the Elk Redwood Company of Chicago. (Map con-
tinues on page 21).                                                                                                         Maps courtesy of Roger Krueger 
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relatively smoothly, Henry was once again getting wanderlust, and began evaluating some mining opera-
tions in Nevada and some ranching opportunities in Mendocino County. 

An Ed Minata 
truck and trailer 
moving Crofoot 
logging equip-
ment from De 
Sabla to the Orr 
Springs property 
in Mendocino 
county in 1949. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 

A World War II 
vintage army sur-
plus truck hauls 
logs off the Orr 
Springs property. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 

Sawmill office at 
Crofoot Lumber 
Company in 
Ukiah. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 



 Henry's daughters, Gladys and Beatrice, while not directly involved with day to day operations of 
the company, were stockholders in Crofoot Lumber Company. Beatrice married Elmer Allinger and moved 
to Bandon, Oregon, where they raised cranberries. Gladys married Wallace Terry in 1926, and had a daugh-
ter, Barbara, in 1927. When Gladys and Wallace separated, Barbara was raised by Henry and Blanche as a 
daughter, while Gladys worked in San Francisco. Gladys later married William McPhun and continued to 
live in San Francisco. Barbara married Bob Johnson, who became a valuable employee of Crofoot Lumber 
Company, working at the sawmill, in the woods, and later on the mining projects in Nevada. Barbara and 
Bob had three children, daughters Marsha and Terry, and a son Randy. (continued page 25) 
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Aerial photograph of the Crofoot Lumber Company sawmill in Ukiah. The sawmill is on the left side of the pho-
to, and the Blue Lake Milling company planning mill is on the right.            Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Getting ready to 
install the New-
man Model 512 
planer in the 
Blue Lake Mill-
ing Company 
facility in Ukiah. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 
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Bud Crofoot at the Ukiah sawmill. 
                                         Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Above; Crofoot’s long-
time office manager and 
bookkeeper, Earl and 
Mert Sherman pose with 
a nice redwood log in 
Ukiah. 
 
Photo courtesy of Jane 
Crofoot 
 
Left; John Crofoot (left) 
and the truck driver pon-
der unloading a huge red-
wood butt log at the 
Ukiah sawmill. 
 
Photo courtesy of Gene 
Crofoot 
 
 

Three Ed Mina-
ta trucks, L/R 
early 50s Peter-
bilt, early 50s 
Kenworth, late 
50s Peterbilt, 
ready to haul 
lumber to mar-
ket in the 
Crofoot mill 
yard in Ukiah. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 
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 The sawmill was capable of cutting 70 thousand board feet/day, roughly 20 million feet/year. It uti-
lized a circle-saw headrig, and employed 32 men. The mill cut primarily redwood. The planermill operated 
under the name of Blue Lake Milling Company, and performed custom milling services for local sawmills, 
as well as processing the Crofoot product. Fred Holmes, one of Crofoot’s wholesale lumber customers re-
called  that the Crofoot mill was renowned for the quality of its old-growth redwood products, his favorite 
being their 5/4” by 8” thick-butt rabbited bevel siding.  As well as utilizing logs from their own timberland, 
over the years, Crofoot purchased logs from a variety of customers including Masonite, Rockport Redwood, 
and Jackson State Forest. Crofoot established a good working relationship with a young forester, Charles 
“Bill” King, working for Industrial Plywood in Willits. Industrial Plywood, which utilized Douglas Fir logs, 
and the Crofoot mill, which utilized redwood, were able to split the production of several Jackson State For-
est timber sales starting with the Soda Gulch sale in 1955. 
 The sawmill had a variety of wholesale customers, among them Ralph Rounds in Asti, Fred Holmes 
in Fort Bragg, Martin Mason and Jack Steiner. Rounds Lumber Company had a special attachment to 
Crofoot with its Sales Manager, Harry Merlo. The Merlo family had lived at Sterling City, just up the high-
way from the Crofoot home in Magalia. The Merlo children used to ride the same school bus with the 
Crofoots down to Chico each morning. Bud Crofoot and Harry Merlo were good friends, and entered into a 

An Ed Minata short logger 
with a dandy load of red-
wood logs from the Green-
wood Creek property pulls 
into the landing . 
 
Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Bud Crofoot was at home operating any piece of equip-
ment. Here Bud loads a lumber truck with a Ross fork-
lift.                                Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

The Crofoot reputation for good lumber came from 
saw logs like this in the log deck at the Ukiah mill. 
                                      Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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ranching venture called the M C Ranch. Their first purchase was a prune orchard and grape vineyard near 
Highway 101 in Geyserville. This was later sold to purchase the 3,000 acre Coastwise property on Signal 
Ridge in Mendocino County. Bowling was a popular activity of the day for the lumber industry, and Harry 
Merlo and Dan Crofoot would often team up in the Father/Son League since Harry Merlo Jr., and Bud 
Crofoot both distained bowling.  
 In the late 1950s, the Crofoots wanted to expand lumber production. Ben Byrnes, the owner of An-
derson Valley Lumber Company had passed away in 1956, and the sawmill had been closed. Crofoot 
opened the mill in March, 1957. The sawmill was located at the present site of the Anderson Valley Farm 
Supply, just west of Philo. One of the original sawmill buildings still stands next to the store. Although the 
mill was close to the company’s Greenwood Creek timberland, the Crofoots did not find the mill profitable, 
and it closed after a short period. 
 Sawmill owners wives of the day seemed to have two social obligations, play golf or learn to fly air-
planes. Jane Crofoot was not a golfer, so she chose to become a pilot. Jane took flying lessons from Pren-
tice Smith and Lonnie Poule. She would be a pilot from 1950 to 1982, and recorded over 4,000 hours in the 
air. Bud Crofoot bought his wife a Cessna 170 as the first airplane. The airplane became a valuable tool for 

Above; Henry Crofoot (right) grins as the Skagit 
hoist prepares to unload a nice redwood log from the 
Greenwood tract. To Henry’s left is Crofoot forester 
Fay Banks 
 
Upper right; Harry and Nadine Merlo were frequent 
guests on the Crofoot Ranch for a variety of func-
tions. 
 
Right; Pondering how to get two of the Greenwood 
Creek logs off without destroying the truck and trail-
er at the Crofoot mill in Ukiah. 
 
                                Photos courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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the business, evaluating timber stands, and flying in parts to remote areas. There was a small air strip across 
Highway 128 from Gowan’s Fruit Stand in Philo, and Jane would regularly fly parts to Philo for the Green-
wood logging operation or the sawmill in Philo. Later, the Crofoots purchased a 1960 Cessna 182 Skylane. 
 With Henry’s exploring in Nevada, the Crofoots became friends with one of Reno’s more colorful 
characters, Lavere Redfield. Lavere was a somewhat eccentric gentleman that drove about Reno in a beat-
up old car, frumpy clothes and always carried a small briefcase. When Lavere died in 1974, he left behind 

Jane Crofoot stands by her Cessna 170 after obtaining her pilot’s license. Jane flew from 1950 to 1982 
amassing over 4,000 hours. The plane played a vital role in the company, delivering needed parts and 
personnel to remote operations.                                                Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Jane with her beloved Cessna 182 Skylane.                                           Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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an estate of over 100 million dollars. One day Bud was working at the sawmill in Philo and his Sales Man-
ager called from Ukiah. Some out-of-work looking character named Redfield had arrived at the sawmill in a 
beat-up old truck and wanted to purchase some lumber, and the Sales Manager didn’t think it was advisa-
ble . Bud asked if the gentleman was carrying a briefcase, and upon getting an affirmative answer, informed 
the Sales Manager that with that briefcase, Mr. Redfield could purchase his job, the sawmill and half the 
State of California, and he had better sell Mr. Redfield some lumber. 

Above; In May, 1960, the sawmill in Ukiah was de-
stroyed by fire. 
Right; Firefighters and employees struggle in vain to 
save the Crofoot sawmill.   Photos courtesy of Gene Crofoot 

The Crofoots pur-
chased a sawmill 
for dismantling, 
and seemingly 
welded it in place 
as fast as Minata 
trucks would 
bring materials. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 

Left; Bud lowers materials for the new sawmill into place 
after the fire.                 Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
Above; Bob Harrah (playing Zorro) and Bud Crofoot pre-
pare to enjoy dinner at the Eden Valley Ranch. 
                       Photo courtesy of Roots of Motive Power 



The FIRCO four, L/R Earl Maize, Frank Crawford, Max McKee, Bob Harrah at the Eden Valley Ranch. 
                                                                                         Photo courtesy of Roots of Motive Power    
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 The Crofoot history with sawmill fires was a bad one, and the Ukiah sawmill would prove to be no 
different. The sawmill burned to the ground in May, 1960. Work was immediately begun to rebuild, dis-
mantling a closed sawmill in northern Mendocino County and welding the parts into place almost as soon 
as the trucks arrived with equipment from the north. Crofoot Lumber Company was the largest single sup-
plier to Ralph Round’s wholesale lumber operation at Asti, and Harry Merlo recalled in his autobiography 
that he had to scramble to find replacement lumber after the 1960 fire. The sawmill was soon back in pro-
duction and was operated by the Crofoots until the economic downturn of 1963. The sawmill was leased for 
a period between 1963 and 1970 before it was dismantled in 1971.  
 After the new Ukiah sawmill began production in 1951, Henry Crofoot was primed for a new en-
deavor. One of the first projects was an attempt to purchase the 26,000 acre Eden Valley Ranch in north-
eastern Mendocino County in May, 1954. For reasons only an attorney could understand, the deal fell 
through, and the ranch was purchased later in 1954 by the four partners of FIRCO, Frank And Vivian 
Crawford, Robert and Jayne Harrah, Max McKee and Earl Maize. It is interesting that while the Crofoots 
were upset with the outcome, the FIRCO four, especially Frank and Vivian Crawford would be the 
Crofoot’s best friends, and the Crofoots, Crawfords and Harrahs would spend many splendid days together 
at the Eden Valley Ranch. 
 It is probably natural that Frank and Vivian and Bud and Jane were close friends; Bud and Frank 
were sawmill men, Vivian and Jane were both pilots and shared similar interests. When Georgia Pacific ac-
quired the assets of the Frank Crawford Lumber Company, they were puzzled over a file with a cocktail 
napkin with a multi-million timber agreement scribbled upon it with Frank and Bud’s signatures. When GP 
inquired to Bud about the Whereabouts of the real contract, Bud laughed and was surprised they even had a 
cocktail napkin. To that era of sawmiller, your word was your bond, and the handshake was the contract. 
For several years, Bud and Frank would charter a bus and send the football teams from Covelo and Ukiah 
to San Francisco to see the San Francisco 49s, and buy the group dinner on the way home. It would come as 
a tragic shock to Bud and Jane when the Crawford airplane, piloted by Vivian, was     (continued page 31) 
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Frank and Vivian Crawford, best friends of Bud and Jane Crofoot.           Photo courtesy of Roots of Motive Power 

Vivian Crawford with her twin engine Aztec at the Eden Valley air strip.             Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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reported missing in1966 in remote country north of Edmonton, Alberta. Bud and Jane immediately flew 
north to participate in the aerial search and flew with the Canadian Air Force. The airplane was not found 
for a year. The loss of Frank and Vivian forced the sale the Frank Crawford Lumber Company to Georgia 
Pacific in 1968. 
 Henry had set his sights on a multitude of mining opportunities in Nevada. He settled on a sulfur 
mine on the edge of the Black Rock Desert near the old town of Sulfur. Most people would never have 
heard of the Black Rock Desert if it wasn’t the present location of the annual Burning Man Festival. The 
mine was the original 1890s site of the Nevada Sulfur Company, owned by the Zellerback family in San 
Francisco. The original settlement of Sulfur was higher on the mountain near the mine, but with the arrival 
of the Western Pacific Railroad, the town was moved down to the railroad. The business was called Sulfur 
Products, Inc., and was a joint venture between Henry Crofoot and a group of San Francisco investors 
headed by Ted Kolb. They primarily produced an agricultural grade of sulfur called Black Rock Soil Aid 
with a 35% sulfur content. The plant produced 50 tons of sulfur per day, which was placed in sacks and 
transported down to the railroad for loading. During the winter months, some of the sawmill and logging 
crew, like Vince Pacheco and Mac McDonald, would transfer to Nevada to help operate the sulfur mine. 
The Sulfur mine would operate until the early 1960s. 

The remains of the 1890s era Nevada Sulfur Compa-
ny operations which burned. Henry Crofoot and 
some San Francisco investors re-opened the mine in 
early 1950s.          Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

This International TD-24 became a mainstay at the 
sulfur operations in Nevada.  
                                       Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Left; Lumbermen Bob Harrah and Frank Crawford 
inspect sulfur ore at the Sulfur Products facility in Ne-
vada during one of their visits to see the Crofoots. 
Above; The International TD-24 helps load an Allis-
Chalmers scraper at the sulfur mine in Nevada. 
                                       Photos courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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 If a Western Pacific train would derail on its transcontinental journey, it seemed to invariably occur 
in Sulfur. The railroad’s primary goal was always to open the line, and the debris was pushed out into the 
desert. Two of the more memorable derailments involved a carload of Pendleton shirts and a carload of Fol-
gers coffee. It might have appeared strange to outsiders that every resident for a hundred mile radius was 
wearing the same plaid Pendleton shirt and had a ten-year supply of Folgers Coffee tins in the cupboard. 

Left; R/L Bob Harrah, Henry Crofoot, Bud Crofoot, 
Frank Crawford and Earl maize examine the plant at 
Sulfur. 
Above; The Western Pacific mainline and spur at Sul-
fur. The Crofoots loaded agricultural sulfur on railcars 
for shipment at this warehouse. 
                                  Photos courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Always ready to 
experiment, the 
Crofoots have con-
verted a sawmill 
straddle buggy 
into a portable 
gold processing 
machine at the  
Sulfur, Nevada 
site. 
 
 
Photo courtesy of  
Jane Crofoot 



 Henry added to the railroad’s excitement one year when he and Blanch were exploring the Black 
Rock Desert in his new Buick, and decided to cross the railroad tracks. Of course, he got the Buick stuck on 
the tracks with no help for miles. Henry decided that the next train would be coming from the east, so he 
sent Blanche off to the east waving her petticoat to stop the oncoming train. Henry guessed wrong, the next 
train came from the west and totally destroyed the new Buick in a thunderous collision. 
 Sulfur deposits are often associated with other valuable minerals, including quicksilver and gold. 
Henry tried many times to find recoverable gold deposits, but was never successful. He was more success-
ful with the cinnabar ore, which was processed and the quicksilver extracted at the site in Sulfur. 
 With the closure of the sawmill in Ukiah, Crofoot Lumber Company concentrated on logging the 
Greenwood Creek property and selling logs to a variety of customers interested in high quality logs. 
Crofoot’s old logging side consisted of two Caterpillar D-8 tractors, and a Caterpillar 977 track loader. The 
company added a new logging side when Bud left the sawmill in Ukiah which consisted of a Caterpillar D-
6 tractor and a Yale forklift from the sawmill. The logs were hauled by a variety of truckers, among them 
Ed Minata, Charlie Perkins, John Wooley and Eddie Luzzi 
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Left; Bud Crofoot with his new Caterpillar D-6 tractor 
at Greenwood Creek, with the Yale forklift in the 
background. 
Above; In a rare moment of relaxation, Bud Crofoot at 
Ben Lomand, Santa Cruz County, California 
                                                                                                               

Loading logs with the Yale forklift on an Ed Minata 
truck. 
                                      Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

The Yale forklift needs more horsepower to get this log 
loaded. 
                                         Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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The old Daniels and Ross sawmill at Elk, California that was acquired by Al thrasher. Thrasher purchased about 
5 million feet/year from the Crofoots for his mills in Elk and Calpella.       Photo Courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

 Al Thrasher had purchased the Daniels and Ross mill at Elk, and Bill King, who had left Industrial 
Plywood to work for Thrasher as the log buyer began purchasing much of the Crofoot log operation. On his 
first visit to the old Daniels and Ross mill, Bill noticed that the crew regularly took whiskey breaks instead 
of the more conventional coffee breaks. Alarmed, he made his report back to Thrasher, expecting a more 
regimented routine. Al Asked if the mill was running smoothly, and since it was,  instructed Bill not to 
change anything. Once the railroad was pulled up, road access in the Greenwood Creek drainage required 
entry from either end, with no through road connection. On the Elk end which was mostly second growth 
timber, Crofoot sold thrasher stumpage, and Thrasher did the logging. On the east end which had more re-
sidual timber, Crofoot did the logging. The large redwood went to the Thrasher mill in Calpella; the small 

The second Crofoot logging side with John Crofoot 
as the side rod, used two D-8s and a Caterpillar 977 
track loader. Some logs needed every machine the 
Crofoots owned.          Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Every logging crew wants to have their photo taken 
with a big one, and the Greenwood Creek woods of-
fered many opportunities. Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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redwood, Douglas fir and white fir went to the sawmill at Elk. Some of the loggers that worked on the 
Crofoot property for Thrasher were Calvin McCart, Wayne Peters and A.J. Gray. (continued page 37) 

Above; Bud’s son Dan, often helped in the woods 
when his schedule permitted. It was wishful thinking 
that Dan was going to skid this log with the jeep. 
Right; Some of the timber on the east end of Green-
wood Creek was huge. One of the trees begins its trip 
to the sawmill.          Photos courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Left, above; Loggers work hard and party hard. Here, 
John Crofoot, right, administers a sobriety test to 
Comptche logger Don Philbrick. Photo courtesy of Gene 
Crofoot 
 
Above; Roger Tolman, a driver for Charlie Perkins in 
Philo, helps the loader operator find the saddle for the 
next redwood log.   Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
 
Left; John Wooley eases off the landing with a very 
heavy load of redwood.  Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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Ed Minata, who had been trucking for the Crofoots 
since the mid 1940s, pauses before tying down a nice 
load of redwood.         Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Above; No logging outfit is complete without a dog for 
companionship. Here Chuco rests on a stump at Green-
wood Creek along with a Caterpillar D-8. 
                                   Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
 
Top right; One of several railroad trestles on the Green-
wood Creek property dating back to the L.E. White Lum-
ber Company narrow-gauge railroad, which brought the 
logs to Elk.                        
 
Right; The Crofoot family cabin in Greenwood Creek was 
the scene of loud parties and quiet relaxation. The family 
still owns this cabin and twelve acres in Greenwood 
Creek. 
 
                               Photos courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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Redwood logs adorn the entrance to the Ranch Lum-
ber facility in Visalia, California in 1965. 
                                      Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Two Crofoot trucks about to leave the sawmill site in 
Ukiah for the Ranch Lumber facility in Visalia in 
1965.                              Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

 The Greenwood Creek property was an enchanting place, narrow-gauge railroad trestles from the 
L.E. White days still spanning canyons, water falls and cascades, and the quiet solitude of towering red-
woods. The Crofoots built two cabins as get-a-ways for the family, employees and friends, and several 
ponds for recreation. After finally selling the property to the Masonite Corporation in 1971, the Crofoots 
reserved 12 acres and the family cabin to remain in family ownership.  
 The Crofoots had another adventure in the lumber business in 1965 when they decided to open a 
retail lumber yard in Vidalia, California, called Ranch Lumber. They hauled two of their forklifts to Visalia 
as well as some of their lumber delivery trucks. The project was too distant for the Crofoots to maintain ad-
equate control, and the yard was closed. 
 The sulfur market was always problematical because of the cyclic nature of farmer’s crops, while 
the quicksilver market seemed to maintain stability. Bud and John Crofoot, along with their father, were 
miners at heart from their early days. After the closure of the sawmill, the two sons decided to invest some 
of the assets of Crofoot Lumber Company in a quicksilver mine near Lovelock, Nevada. The mine was 
named Redbird Mine, and was purchased in 1965 from Harold Smith, owner of Harold’s Club in Reno. 
Since the Crofoots still maintained the sawmill site in Ukiah, they set about building the rotary furnaces for 
heating the cinnabar ore in Ukiah. Ed Minata, the trucker that had moved the company from De Sabla to 
Ukiah in 1949, was now commissioned to haul mining equipment from Ukiah to Lovelock. The cinnabar 
ore was first ground, then heated in the rotary furnaces to 700 degrees F which evaporates  the pure quick-
silver. The quicksilver vapor then condenses into a liquid in a series of condensing tubes., and is placed in 
76 pound steel flasks for shipment. The mine itself was underground, hard-rock mining, with tunnels fol-
lowing the dispersed ore bodies.                                                            (continued page 39) 

Ed Minata prepar-
ing to take a load 
of Crofoot machin-
ery from the Ukiah 
sawmill to the 
Lovelock quicksil-
ver facility. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 



Development phase of the quicksilver mine outside 
of Lovelock in 1965.    Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

The rotary furnaces for the quicksilver mine were 
constructed at the sawmill facility in Ukiah. 

Rotary furnace 
on an Ed Minata 
truck ready for 
the trip to Love-
lock. 
 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 
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Above; The condensing tubes for the quicksilver mine, 
along with the construction crew. 
Right; Never content with just quicksilver, the Crofoots 
were always looking for that vein of gold. 
                             Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 



 The ore at the mine often contained more tungsten than cinnabar, and the Crofoots built a tungsten 
processing plant within the Redbird processing facility. While the red-brick color of cinnabar ore is readily 
visible, the tungsten ore body was only visible at night with a black light. The crew would rappel down the 
face of a cut at night with a black light and a can of spray paint. They could then demark the extent of the 
tungsten ore body for the next day’s mining activity. The tungsten production was significant enough to 
form a new company, Crofoot Tungsten Mines, Inc. 
 The Lovelock mine was full of excitement one night in 1968 when General manager John Crofoot 
and his wife Gene decided to leave their trailer at the mine and enjoy the bright lights of Lovelock, 30 miles 
distant. They returned from town to find the night watchman tied up and the flasks of quicksilver missing. 
One of the problems with selling quicksilver was that there were only two buyers in the United States. 
When the thieves showed up in San Francisco to sell their flasks of quicksilver, they were promptly arrested 
by the waiting authorities. 
 In 1968, Bud and Jane built a house in Lovelock, complete with an airstrip. Crofoot Lumber Com-
pany was continuing to harvest timber on the Greenwood Creek ownership, and the airplane was the pre-
ferred method of commuting back to Mendocino County. 
 With the quicksilver plant operating smoothly, Bud and Jane entered into an agreement in 1969 for a 
joint venture with Great American Industries to establish a second quicksilver mine at McDermitt, Nevada, 
on the Oregon/Nevada state line. The mine was named the RUJA Mine, after the first names of the owner’s 
wives, Ruth and Jane. The mine was adjacent to the famous Cordero mine. This mine had a decline to a 
massive ore body, with the ore cars pulled up the decline with the Skagit hoist from the sawmill in Ukiah. 
The removal of the ore required the placement of square-set timbers to support a cavity in the mountain that 
was four-stories high. With the McDermitt mine, the Crofoots were the second largest producer of quicksil-
ver in the United States. 
 The White Horse Saloon in McDermitt was a popular hang out for thirsty miners. The saloon hap-
pened to straddle the Oregon-Nevada state line, with a white line drawn across the floor, and there was al-
ways a controversy that you could only drink on the Nevada side of the saloon after 2:AM. Nobody remem-
bers anyone from the State of Oregon arriving to enforce their half of the law. 
 Henry’s wife, Blanche had passed away in Ukiah in 1961, and Henry’s activity at Sulfur drawing to  

The McDermitt, Nevada quicksilver operation. 
                                      Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

Entrance for the decline into the McDermitt quicksil-
ver min. The mine used the Skagit hoist from the 
Ukiah sawmill to pull ore cars back up the decline. 
                                          Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
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Bud Crofoot 
joins the min-
ing crew under-
ground at 
McDermitt. 
 
 
Photo courtesy 
of Jane Crofoot 

Above; The giant redwood log and the Crofoot 
Harmes Chevron Service Station outside of Lovelock. 
                              Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 
Left; John Crofoot enjoys a light moment away from 
mining duties in Nevada at an abandoned homestead 
chimney.             Photo courtesy of Gene Crofoot 

a close by 1962. Still looking for adventure at 85, Henry married his housekeeper, Mabel, and the couple 
moved to a 300 acre ranch he had purchased near Colville, Washington to raise purebred cattle. Henry 
passed away in 1967 and was laid to rest in the family plot in Preble, New York. 
 With Henry’s death, the family began to deal with the realities of settling his estate. The sale of the 
timberlands at Reeves Canyon, Orr Springs and Greenwood Creek to Masonite Corporation in 1971 was 
sufficient to pay the taxes due, and to purchase the interests of Beatrice, Gladys, and John, who decided to 
retire in 1971. Crofoot Lumber Company would cease to exist, but Crofoot Mining Company would 



continue at Lovelock and McDermitt with Bud and his son, Dan, managing the operations. With declining 
prices for quicksilver, both mines were shut down in 1974. 
 With the closure of the mines, Bud Crofoot still had the projects of ten men to complete. One of 
the first was to build a Chevron Service Station/Truck Stop outside of Lovelock with a partner, Ed Harms. 
Sitting in front of the service station in the middle of barren Nevada desert is a huge slice of an old growth 
redwood tree that came from the Greenwood Creek property. 
 Bud found himself back in the sawmill business in 1975 when he was approached by his old 
friend, Harry Merlo, to take over the operations of the old Frank Crawford sawmill at Genesee, California 
in Plumas County. Harry was now the head of Louisiana Pacific, and found it difficult to supply the mill 
with logs. Under Crofoot ownership, the mill would be eligible to bid on Small Business Set-Aside timber 
sales by the U.S. Forest Service The sawmill operated until 1978.  
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The former Frank Crawford sawmill at Genesee in 
Plumas County that was operated by Bud Crofoot 
between1975 and 1978.  
                                       Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

A Louisiana Pacific lumber truck loads at the Crofoot 
mill at Genesee, California. 
                                    Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 

 In 1978, Bud and Jane purchased a ranch at Largo, just north of Hopland, California. It is hard to 
imagine today with neatly manicured vineyards, hop barns, white fences, and contented livestock that in 
March, 1929, Largo was the scene of a horrific train collision between a fast passenger train and a freight 
train on the Northwestern Pacific tracks that pass through the Crofoot Ranch. Bud and Jayne stayed busy 
developing the ranch at Largo, and a parcel they had retained in Reeves Canyon. 
 Dan Crofoot, who had built a house in Lovelock, continued to oversee the Crofoot mine holdings 
at Sulfur. In the mid-1970s, Texas Gulf Sulfur, the country’s largest sulfur producer did some exploratory 
drilling on the Black Rock site, looking for deeper deposits of sulfur than the surface deposits that had 
been exploited earlier. They did not find adequate sulfur deposits, but noted in the drilling records that be-
low the sulfur deposits was a significant ore body containing gold.  
 When the federal government removed the ceiling of  $35/ounce for gold in the 1970s, there was 
renewed interest in mining for gold. One of the drilling engineers on the Crofoot project for Texas Gulf 
went to work for Homestake Mining, and suggested that Homestake take a look at the gold potential on 
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the Crofoot property. Homestake did significant exploratory work in 1980, but decided that the gold re-
serves were uneconomical to extract at the time. 
 Hycroft, a Canadian mining company, arrived in 1985, and spent 52 million dollars developing the 
mine and processing facility. The plant produced 129,000 ounces of gold/year. The ore has some of the 
lowest gold content/ton in the country, but the production costs were so low that the mine was profitable. 
The mine needed to move 140 million tons of material/year to produce the 120,000 ounces of gold. Such 
low grade ores utilize the heap leach  method to extract the gold, a process where a cyanide solution is 
mixed with the coarsely-ground ore and the gold/cyanide extract leaches out the bottom where it is collect-
ed and the gold separated. The Hycroft mine operated until 1998, when gold prices dropped to a twenty 
year low.  
 The Hycroft/Crofoot mine recently reopened in 2008 as Allied Gold of Nevada. The company’s re-
activation phase is complete and the Grand opening was scheduled for June 17, 2009. The company expects 
to produce approximately 90,000 ounces of gold per year from the Hycroft/Crofoot mine. The Crofoot fam-
ily received royalties for all gold and precious metals produced on the Crofoot property 
 Bud Crofoot passed away in 1993. His older brother, John, passed away in 2000. Bud’s wife Jane 
still lives a vigorous life on the Crofoot Ranch at Largo. Her sons, Jim and Dan both live in Nevada. John’s 
wife Gene lives in Ukiah, as does her daughter Suzie who teaches at Yokayo School. Her oldest son, Tom 
was a Mendocino County Supervisor and recently retired as the Assistant District Attorney for the City of 
Santa Ana. Mike and his wife Carol operate the Crows Nest Lodge at Denali National Park in Alaska, and 

The Canadian 
Mining Compa-
ny, Hycroft, 
turned the for-
mer Crofoot sul-
fur mine into a 
giant open-pit 
gold  mine in 
1985, producing 
120,000 ounces of 
gold/year. 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 

A Hitachi Model 
3500 28 cubic 
yard shovel at 
the Hycroft mine 
at Sulfur, Neva-
da. The company 
needed to move 
140,000 tons of 
material/day to 
meet their pro-
duction stand-
ards. 
Photo courtesy of 
Jane Crofoot 



Pete also recently retired after a teaching career in Lincoln, California. 
 Bud Crofoot was an ardent supporter of the 4H program. When a 4H club was started in Hopland 
in 1989, several children went to Bud, asking for help in procuring lambs. Bud could not give away lambs, 
but did furnish animals. Each child signed a contract with Bud, agreeing to keep proper records concern-
ing feed costs and all other costs associated with the program. and paying back the cost of the animal after 
it was sold. While Bud did not want their money, he agreed to take it and set up a fund with the Hopland 
4H where those without funds to purchase an animal could borrow  from the fund  and sign a contract to 
repay the loan. Today, the “Bud Crofoot Memorial Fund” still exists at the Hopland 4H Club and is used 
to fund participants in 4H, where they learn many skills, including animal care, proper feeding methods, 
record keeping, and for those who begin breeding programs, genetics and other aspect of successful ani-
mal breeding programs. 
 Today, when one drives through the picturesque valley north of Hopland on highway 101 and sees 
the logo on the Crofoot mailbox at Largo, you will understand that the beautiful ranch is not a dot-comer’s 
early retirement villa. The ranch represents the sweat equity of three generations of Crofoots struggling 
over the Chilkoot Pass on the Klondike, dredging for gold on the Trinity river in numbing cold, the daily 
struggles of operating sawmills for two decades, and prospecting for minerals in the searing heat of the 
Nevada desert. 
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2009 BOARD OF DIRECTOR NOMINATIONS 
  
The following members of Roots of Motive Power have agreed to become candidates to serve as members 
of the Board of Directors for the coming year. 

Michael Hammang, Willits 
 
Michael Hammang, a Master Service Tech by trade, has many things to qualify 
him to be on the Board. If not coming from four generations of “train people”, 
then the various jobs he can do. He understands the needs of Roots from educa-
tion, events, & youth activities, to the budget, acquisition and restoration of items; 
which he helps fix and restore. He has enjoyed being on the Board of Directors 
for the pat two years, & would like to continue to serve and make a difference for 
this wonderful organization. 

Chris Baldo, Willits 
 
Charter member, President, Treasurer, Board of Directors. 
Chris Baldo has been a Roots VIP since the organization began in 1985. He is a 
qualified steam engineer, instructor, equipment donor, event organizer, major 
newsletter contributor and will weed-eat the Roots exhibit area as needed. Every 
year Chris has been at the top of the list of Gold Level contributors to the organ-
ization. 

Mike Meyer, Willits 
 
Mike has been a member of Roots Board of Directors since 2005 and currently 
holds the title of Train Master. He is a locomotive engineer, helped put the 
NWPRR display in the Museum exhibit hall and has spent many hours volun-
teering in the NWPRR Caboose No. 13 which he helped restore in 2000-2003. 

Jack Wade, Willits 
 
I have been involved in several offices over the last 17 years, including Execu-
tive Director, President, Director, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor. This is a fine 
organization and I will be happy to continue to contribute to the success of the 
group for the coming year. 

Wes Brubacher, Geyserville 
 
Currently Vice President. Member since April, 1997. Root’s Chief Steam engi-
neer. Member Board of Directors since 1997. Instructor, Steam Operating and 
Safety Classes. Wes is one of our most active members in every aspect of the or-
ganization. 
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Keith Rongey, Willits 
 
Keith has been on the Board of Directors since 2005 and with his many mechani-
cal and welding skills is an invaluable workday volunteer. One of his many pro-
jects at Roots has been the restoration of the Estep Diesel Yarder and more re-
cently he headed the electrical connection team. He is also an active member of 
the Root’s Train Crew. 

James Maddock, Comptche 
 
At 66 years of age, James has 50 years of experience as a fabricator, machinist, 
welder, mechanic and builder. James is a regular attendee of roots workdays and 
steam ups. Some of his special projects are re-plumbing the Raymond Crane, 
working on the restoration of the Plymouth Locomotive, and he built a swivel bal-
last delivery car. James is dedicated to the continued smooth functioning of Roots 
machines and infrastructure and has recently begun visiting the Board of directors 
meetings so he can become even more involved in the Roots organization. His wife 
Pita also volunteers at Roots events and helped recover the seats in the Ranch Car. 
James says that if he is elected he would like to help develop projects like a bench 
car that would not only benefit the club, but would also help attract and retain new 
members. 

Troy James, Willits 
 
Roots Chief Mechanical Officer, Steam.  
Mendocino County Museum Board of Advisors. Retired Senior Chief, USN. Troy 
James jumped right in as a roots Volunteer after he and wife Mary moved to Wil-
lits near their family (Gene & Dorothy Roediger). Troy has the skills, energy and 
time to devote to Roots projects and events. One of his main objectives has been to 
keep the steam locomotives operational. Troy has done so many things for Roots it 
would be impossible to list them all. He has served on the Board of directors since 
2007. 

Jerry Moore, Willits 
 
With Roots since 1997 and a Current Board member. Recently Jerry and his family 
moved to Willits which allows him to help with Roots projects often and in addi-
tion to regularly scheduled work days. Jerry is a Remodeling General Contractor 
with a B License from the State of California. Jerry also holds a BS Degree in In-
dustrial Technology from Cal Poly School of Engineering. He is currently involved 
in refurbishing the Raymond Crane and electrifying the work building (among oth-
er projects). 
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Kirk Graux, Willits 
 
Roots Charter member Kirk Graux has served on the Board of Directors continu-
ously since the club began in 1985. He has been an invaluable volunteer who gen-
erously donates his time and personal equipment to Roots projects. Kirk is a prac-
ticed steam engineer and fireman operating roots engines and in particular the Ray-
mond Crane. 

THE WHO’S WHO OF ROOTS OF MOTIVE POWER 
BY BOBBIE YOKUM 

 
 Way back (more than a quarter of a century ago) there were seven friends who formed a society for 
the purpose of restoring a small engine to operating condition. They were; Chris Baldo, Ted Coombs, Kirk 
Graux, Nick Patterson, Gene Roediger, Ken Smith and Jim Yokum, and they named the group Little Lake 
Valley Pioneer Engine Association. Each member was an equal and was expected to share in the tasks and 
restoration costs including labor, materials, and storage with transportation and operating costs being the 
responsibility of the member unless the event was voted to be an association activity. With the first project 
completed, the group began acquisition and restoration of what would soon grow into roots of Motive Pow-
er, Incorporated with the original seven as Charter Members. 
 The first meeting of the newly formed corporation was held on July 10, 1985. Through the years 
there have only been six presidents of the organization and I would like to take this opportunity to honor 
and thank them and the members who served on the Board of Directors and as officers of the corporation 
during their terms. 
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Chris Baldo, President - 1985/86 - 1987/88 
 
DIRECTORS: Chris Baldo, Mark Rawitsch, John Bradley, Ken Smith, Gene Roediger, Kirk Graux and 
Gail Alumbaugh. OFFICERS: Chris Baldo, President; Jim, King, Vice President; Nita Tharp, Secretary; 
Gail Alumbaugh, Treasurer; Ted Coombs, Historian. 
In 1987, Nita Waganet became the Vice President and Jim King the Secretary. Also, Dan Taylor came on 
board as Historian with Ted Coombs. 

John Bradley, President - 1988 - 1989/90 
 
1988 DIRECTORS: Gene Roediger, Dan Taylor Ken Smith, Kirk Graux, Chris Baldo, Mark Rawitsch. 
And John Bradley. 
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OFFICERS: John Bradley, President; Jim King, Secretary; Chris Baldo, Treasurer. 
1989/90  DIRECTORS: Duncan Neff, Jim Yokum, John Bradley, Chris Baldo, Dan Taylor, Kirk Graux, 
Ken Smith. 

Kirk Graux, President - 1990 - 1991/92 
 
DIRECTORS: Jim Yokum, Dan Taylor, Ken Smith, Duncan Neff, John Grupp, Kirk Graux, John Bradley. 
OFFICERS: Kirk Graux, President; Jim King, Secretary; Chris Baldo, Treasurer. 

Duncan Neff, President - 1992 - 1993/94 
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1992 DIRECTORS: Ken Smith, Chris Baldo, Duncan Neff, Bobbie Yokum, John Grupp, Kirk Graux, 
Walt Daniels. OFFICERS: Duncan Neff, President; Jack Wad, Executive director; Jim King, Secretary, 
Chris Baldo, Treasurer.  
1993 DIRECTORS: Dave Hope, Duncan Neff, Bobbie Yokum, John Grupp, Kirk Graux, Chris Baldo, 
Walt Daniels. OFFICERS: Duncan Neff, President; Jack Wade, Executive Director; Jim King, Secretary; 
Chris Baldo, Treasurer. 

Jack Wade, President - 1994/95 
 
Directors: Ken Smith, Walt Daniels, Dave Hope, Bobbie Yokum, Duncan Neff, Bob Hinerman, Ed Vikart. 
OFFICERS: Jack Wade, President; Jim King, Secretary; Chris Baldo, Treasurer.  

Chris Baldo, President - 1995 - 1996/97 
 
1995 DIRECTORS: Duncan Neff, John Bradley, Ken 
Smith, Dave Hope, Ed Vikart, Bob Hinerman, Chris 
Baldo. OFFICERS: Chris Baldo, President; Jack 
Wade, Vice President; Jim King, Secretary; Bobbie 
Yokum, Treasurer. 
 
In 1996, Dave Hope and Jack Wade came on the 
Board with Duncan Neff and Ken Smith going off. 
 
Bobbie Yokum became the Roots of Motive Power 
Newsletter Editor. 
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Jim King, President - 1997 - 1998/99 
 
DIRECTORS: John Bradley, Dave Hope, Bob Hinerman, John Grupp, Kirk Graux, Jack Wade, Wes Bru-
bacher. OFFICERS: Jim King, President; John Bradley, Vice President; Bobbie Yokum, Secretary; Chris 
Baldo, Treasurer. 

Jack Wade, President - 1999 - 2000/01 
 
DIRECTORS: Shane Grupp, Bob Baechtel, Jack Wade, 
Vrain Conley, Shad Kelly, Was Brubacher, Chris Baldo. 
Officers: Jack Wade, President; Shane Grupp, Vice Presi-
dent; Bobbie Yokum, Secretary; Chris Baldo, Treasurer. 
 
In 2000, Kirk Graux came on the Board, with Chris Baldo 
going off. OFFICERS: Jack Wade, President; Chris Bal-
do, Vice President; Jim King, Secretary; Chuck Crayne, 
Treasurer. 
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Chris Baldo, President - 2001 - 2008/09 
 
2001 DIRECTORS: George Bush, Kirk Graux, Vrain 
Conley, Bob Baechtel, Chuck Crayne, Wes Brubacher, 
Chris Baldo. OFFICERS: Chris Baldo, President; Wes 
Brubacher, Vice President; Joan Daniels, Secretary; 
Chuck Crayne, Treasurer. 

2002 to 2004 DIRECTORS: Bruce Evans, John Bradley, George Bush, Kirk Graux, Vrain Conley, Wes 
Brubacher, Chris Baldo. OFFICERS: Chris Baldo, President; Wes Brubacher, Vice President; Joan Dan-
iels, Recording Secretary; Dian Crayne, Corresponding Secretary; Chuck Crayne, Treasurer. 
 
In 2003, Bruce Evans volunteered to be Root’s first Librarian. Jack Wade took Bobbie Yokum’s place as 
Newsletter Editor. 
 
In 2004, Bobbie Yokum was elected Secretary. 
 
2005 DIRECTORS: Bob Baechtel, Kirk Graux, George Bush, Mike Meyer, Keith Rongey, Chuck 
Crayne, Chris Baldo. OFFICERS: Chris Baldo, President; Wes Brubacher, Vice President; Bobbie 
Yokum, Secretary; Chuck Crayne, Treasurer. 
 
In 2006, Chris Roediger came on the Board, replacing George Bush. 
 
2007 DIRECTORS: Mike Hammang, Keith Rongey, Chris Roediger, Kirk Graux, Troy James, Mike 
Meyer, Jack Wade. OFFICERS: Chris Baldo, President; Wes Brubacher, vice President; Bobbie Yokum, 
Secretary; Jack Wade, Treasurer. 
 
2008 DIRECTORS: Mike Meyer, Troy James, Jerry Moore, Keith Rongey, Mike Hammang, Kirk 
Graux, Jack Wade. The Officers were the same as in 2007. 
 
On August 16, 2009, Roots will hold our Annual Corporation Meeting. All members are encouraged to 
attend and vote for your hard-working Board of directors. The meeting will be held in Root’s RERRHP 
Engine House at the Mendocino County Museum in Willits. Jim Yokum will barbecue; everyone bring a 
salad or dessert. We will have a slide show, and you can take a speeder ride before the meeting. We will 
also have a small raffle/auction so if you have any items to donate, bring them along. It will be a fun af-
ternoon and I’ll try to have my ice cream freezer going (powered by an International hit and miss engine 
of course). 
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LIBRARY REPORT 
Bruce Evans, Librarian 

 
 With the appointment of the Librarian to the position of Interim curator, duties have changed at 
Roots Research Library. Margery Hoppner has taken on almost all of the cataloging of materials, and has 
been hard at work getting new items onto the shelves. 
 Gloria Kouris and Bobbie Yokum have moved from sorting and filing of catalog cards to the sorting 
and organizing of the thousands of photographs in Root’s collection. This is a task that has been tackled 
several times before, but with little success. And as time goes on, there are more photos that need to be or-
ganized. Hopefully, when they get well into the project, we’ll start being able to go to a location when we 
need a particular photo-and find it. 
 Part of this photo organization goes hand-in-hand with the Curator’s cataloging and organizing of 
artifacts. The goal is to get all of the material about a particular subject or piece of equipment (photos, files, 
donor information, etc) in one place. This way, when you research a particular topic, you won’t have to 
look in a half-dozen places for all the information. 
 We continue to provide tours of the Engine House on Wednesdays and Thursdays, plus the occa-
sional tours for special groups. Through May, we have entertained 629 visitors in the Engine House, includ-
ing the 241 that went through on Education Day. There have also been 68 visitors to the Library, for various 
reasons. 
 The Library staff donates their time generously, and Roots is in their debt for their tireless efforts to 
provide a service to Roots, the Museum, and the community. Through May, the Library and Education Day 
staff had put in 340 hours of service. All of this effort helps make Roots Research Library, its associated 
services and the Museum a real asset. 
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CURATOR’S REPORT 
Bruce Evans, Interim Curator 

 
 The history of Roots of Motive Power has been well documented over the years, and we should all 
know and appreciate the hard work that has wrought Roots into one of the most significant logging muse-
ums on the West Coast. 
 It all started in 1982 when the Little Lake Valley Pioneer Engine Association (Chris Baldo, Ted 
Coombs, Kirk Graux, Nick Patterson, Gene Roediger, Ken Smith, Jim Yokum ) saw the need to start sal-
vaging and preserving our early logging history before it vanished forever. Thus did they create Roots of 
Motive Power, with the support of the Mendocino County Museum. They incorporated in 1985, by which 
time collections had grown from the first steam donkey they restored (the Murray Brothers vertical spool 
donkey) to several dozen pieces, including a variety of disciplines - logging, railroading, industry, construc-
tion. 
 With the proliferation occurring in the collections, Roots and the Museum saw fit to plan for an ob-
vious future expansion. Preliminary discussions were held in 1985 with the City of Willits incorporating 
our ideas for Root’s expansion with the City’s long range plans for a recreational facility on the site east of 
the Museum. It would be another ten years before Roots, under President Jack Wade, and the County Muse-
um established the Redwood Empire Railroad History Project (RERHP), a tool by which they could con-
duct the planning and fundraising for the future of Roots and the Museum. The RERHP was able to procure 
a grant, enabling the completion of Phase I of the RERHP, the Roots Work building. A subsequent grant 
allowed for the construction of Phase II, the new Learning and Education Center wing of the Museum, 
complete with its two-track Engine House. Phase II of the RERHP, the loop track, was completed without a 
grant, using only the donations of Roots members to fund the project. 
 The growth of Roots and the Museum into what they are today is largely the result of the generous 
donations of hundreds of individuals and corporations - both in dollars and in equipment. The tracking , 
processing, display, restoration and operation of all of the artifact donations over the years require much 
effort to document and acknowledge donations, and without these efforts, we’d have little idea of the histo-
ry of many of our artifacts and where they come from. 
 So to the present state of affairs: a somewhat disorganized conglomeration of rare antiques mixed in 
with a certain amount of rusty junk, some of which works, and some of which no one even knows what it 
is. The “daunting” task continues. 
 In February of this year, the Roots Board of Directors appointed me as their Interim Curator - 
“Interim” at my request, since I don’t plan to be at it forever. Having never been a Curator, I immediately 
set about determining just what the task of a curator is, and what it was that Roots required in order to get 
its artifact collections in order. 
 Since Roots had no job description for curator, and no firm acquisition and conservation policy, 
those became the first order of business. The Board would subsequently adopt, at their April Board meet-
ing, a position description for curator, as well as an Acquisition and Conservation policy. The next order of 
business was to meet with the Museum’s Curator and Archivists to determine what the priorities of a cura-
tor should be. It was immediately determined that you need to know what you have before you can deal 
with it. Hence, the first major undertaking became the task of conducting an inventory of the Roots collec-
tion - the “daunting” task commences. 
 This process has been underway in the Library for six years, cataloging books, documents, maps 
and other “paper” or “soft” artifacts. But a review of the equipment files, also stored in the Library, re-
vealed only 88 records of various “hard” pieces in the collection - yarders, tractors, equipment and such. 
Having no idea how many pieces were actually in the collection, but knowing that there were more than 88, 
the inventory process was started in February. 
 By the March Board of Directors meeting, there were 266 items in the inventory. There were 321 by 
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the end of March, and by Mid-June, the number had grown to 490. There is still no idea just how many 
artifacts Roots has, but the estimate runs to around 600 to 700, maybe more, maybe less. 
 So what constitutes an “artifact?” Not an easy question to answer, as is obvious by the lengthy ex-
planation in Root’s new Acquisition and Conservation policy. It’s based on several factors - relevance, 
uniqueness, history, restorability, and more. Essentially, the artifact needs to be of some “value” to the or-
ganization in meeting its purpose of fostering and educating to the history of our early industrial heritage. 
“One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.” And what may look like a rusted piece of scrap metal may be 
an unusual and valuable representation of early industrial activity. 
 As the inventory process progresses, we’re finding many items that have been covered up for 
years, or have been laying out in the open totally ignored. A peavey here, a picaroon there. Regardless, if 
its deemed to be of potential value to show any aspect of our early industrial heritage, we’re considering it 
an artifact - at this point in time. We can always let it go later, but it may be hard to find a replacement for 
an unusual piece we let wander off to the scrap heap. 
 Which is not to sat that everything at roots is a rare artifact. One might assume that anything to do 
with steam is automatically an “artifact,” but there are modern steam components at Roots, things that can 
be had “off the shelf” that are simply “parts” -albeit expensive parts. And there are pieces of equipment 
that are “old” but are not in a condition that they can be appropriately restored and displayed, which will 
likely relegate them to the scrap pile. 
 In the process of reviewing the collections for entry into the inventory, one disturbing observation  
made is that many of the pieces stored outside are experiencing rapid deterioration. Especially subject to 
this condition are engines, pumps, motors and unpainted steel components such as logging blocks, chains 
and tongs. 
 The Board of directors is taking on several proposals which should help alleviate this problem. 
One action is simply move things inside where possible. Another is to cover susceptible equipment in win-
ter, get things off the ground, or throw a coat of paint on them and get them on display. 
 Another plan in the works is to let our membership help with saving our artifacts. This action 
would permit interested individuals to take a selected piece of equipment home where they could restore it 
at their leisure. These restorations could be either cosmetic, consisting of cleaning and painting, or full res-
toration to operating condition. The details are still being worked out on this “Restore-A-Piece” program, 
but if you’ve wanted to help Roots and not found the time to come out to our site, this may be a way you 
could provide a much needed service. If you’re interested, contact the Curator, Bruce Evans, by leaving a 
message at 707-459-7782, or by Email at <evans@pacific.net>. The program will be explained to you,  
you can pick the piece you want to work on, and Roots will help with the expenses. It’d be a great way to 
spend the winter, and would help both Roots and our struggling equipment. 
 If all goes well, we should complete the artifact inventory by the end of this year. At the same 
time, we’re looking at ways to save and display many of the artifacts so that the public can have the bene-
fit of experiencing our early logging, railroading and industrial history. The “Restore-A-Piece”( see page 
53) program is one of these activities. Many of the other proposals in the works fall into line with the long
-range site plan adopted by the Board of Directors. So we hope to be able to report some progress in future 
newsletters on these efforts to better care for our collection. 
In future issues, we’ll also delve into some of the specific artifacts that are retained at Roots. There is 
many an interesting item. 
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YOUR PHOTOS ARE NEEDED 
 
 Roots of Motive Power has a tremendous number of photographs in its archives, however we are 
sadly lacking in photos of recent events, starting with 2005. We need photographs of all events - stream 
ups, Education Day, Christmas, steam and railroad classes, etc. - for all years since 2004. Digital photos on 
a CD are preferred, but we’ll take anything you have to offer. Please help us to supplement  our collection 
by offering copies of your photos to Roots. Contact Bruce Evans, Librarian, at 707-459-7782, or send them 
tl RERHP Library, 400 E commercial St, Willits, CA 95490 

A crew is at work at the Camp 32 log landing around 1931. On the right is Jesse Gibson, father of Dale Gibson 
Hoover who retains the original of this photo. The man on the left is believed to be either John Frazier or 
Delmer Lidick.  At the time of this photograph, a second steam donkey (out of picture) was being moved to a 
new location. The loading donkey can be seen behind the spar pole at the left. A loaded log car is in the distance 
on the tracks. A spreader can be seen dangling from the high line at the top of the photo just right of the spar 
pole. The planking at lower right was due to trestlework at the location where the photographer took the pic-
ture. 
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A WALK THROUGH THE  
MAINTENANCE BUILDING 

By Jerry Moore 
 
 The little things tell the story. Their subtlety hides the amount of effort behind their appearance. 
 
 Walking into the building, one notices a bit of difference on the tables of pipe fittings and nuts and 
bolts; it is only later, while searching for replacements to missing bolts on the Hyster forklift that one realiz-
es the bolt bins have been organized and refreshed and that the effort have been carried to the pipe fittings 
in the Southern Pacific trailer. And that the chatter that was there, isn't. (Thanks to Bruce Evans with Jon 
Hoppner assisting). 
 Just past the tables are the newly acquired air compressors discovered by your intrepid author on 
Craig's list, negotiated by Keith Rongey and brought home by Wes Brubacher.. With a little bit of investi-
gation, we were assured by the distributor that  while used, they were workhorse compressors and worthy of 
our adoption. They are real beauties and wait for the shipping container that will be their new home with 
power and air lines nor far behind/ What a joy it will be not to have engines running to get compressed air. 
 A few more steps take one to the newly installed electrical sub-panels and the transformer above 
them. Project leader Keith Rongey fabricated tubular steel supports to be bolted onto the foundation con-
crete and the building framing for the plywood the electrical panels were attached to. Keith and Wes Bru-
bacher spent most of a workday installing the supports and panels, making sure everything was plumb and 
secure for the electricians. Keith also fabricated and installed the elevated transformer platform mounted to 
a building column  with a diagonal brace to make sure it would bear the weight of the transformer. He and 
his crew also elevated the transformer and bolted it into place. 

The transformer bolted to the maintenance 
building ready for electrical service. 
                          Photo courtesy of Jerry Moore 

 Dean fuller and crew from Fuller Electric 
connected the designated breaker from the main pan-
el to the transformer and from there to the panel sup-
plying 120/240V single phase. A quick glance shows 
more was involved by the gutter and numerous con-
duits; and that more remains to be done a la the still 
open 440V three-phase sub-panel. But, we now have 
useable power. Still on the list are the trenching and 
conduits to the other side of the building, sub-panels, 
and distribution of both single and poly phase cir-
cuits. 
 Walking by the Bucyrus-Erie 50B steam 
shovel, I remember the replacement steam hoses for 
the bucket trip should arrive soon and that I have 
promised to look at the crowder engine before the 
Roots Festival in September. A few more steps and I 
am passing  the 1926 Mack dump truck, freshly back 
from wowing the crowds at the Pacific Coast Dream 
Machines show at Half Moon Bay in April, one of 
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Keith Rongey celebrating the electrical connection to 
the work building, after a several year wait. 
                                        Photo courtesy of Jerry Moore 

Scaffolding surrounding the Raymond F440 Stream 
Crane that permits the Roots volunteers to safely 
work on the steam piping replacement. 
                            Photo courtesy of Jerry Moore 

our destinations for showing steam and early machinery to those in more distant environs. At the end of 
the building sits the Raymond F440 steam crane with its stack tilted over to rest on the frame cross mem-
ber, surrounded by scaffolding and missing most of its engine steam piping. 
 The Raymond missed the last two years’ steaming schedule because of exterior pitting on its main 
steam piping. In the spring of 2007, it was the conclusion of the operating engineers that the still original 
piping should be removed and replaced with Schedule 80 piping and fittings. The project is well under-
way, and we are hopeful to have had steam by the July 4th steam up and to continue the refurbishment of 
the main and turntable engines until complete. James Maddock is in charge of laying out the steam  piping 
and tack welding it before sending it to the welding shop. I am pleased to report that he, too, believes form 
follows function and has designed clean lines from the throttle to the cylinders. There will be a separate 
article on the Raymond in the future. 

  

Turning around, I see the nearly complete ef-
forts of Track master Jim Bruggere (left) who 
has almost single handedly raised the house 
track some six or eight inches to remove the 
low spot that occurred when the quarry supply-
ing  our efforts was closed for a 30 day period. 
Just beyond  are the Disconnect logging Trucks 
being refurbished by Mike Meyer and his crew 
who are waiting for custom milled lumber to 
finish the job. 
 Walking back to the entrance, I pass 
waiting projects; the complete refurbishment of 
California western #14 locomotive, the re-
tubing of Mason County #4 locomotive, the de-
tailing of #4 caboose and the locating and  



installing of an Estep compressor engine. Just on the other side I know the Cats want their steering clutches 
and brakes adjusted and a little attention to their engines would be appreciated. A little farther and I see that 
the sag in the cab of Mason County Lumber Company #7 locomotive has been removed via the efforts of 
Troy James and Chris Baldo. It was not an easy task, entailing the support of the cab while the walking 
beam suspension was dismantled and refurbished. New bushings were needed and linkage was in need of 
adjustment; not a snap of the fingers for a 1910 Baldwin, and yet, there it is, almost perfectly level. 
 Parked in front of Mason County #7 is a new-to-us diesel powered forklift rated at 13,500 pounds 
lifting capacity which verges on being downright luxurious with enclosed cab, heater and windshield wiper. 
More importantly, it starts and runs every time. It is a bittersweet moment since this forklift has been here 
before to help during our hours of need, graciously lent by G&S Milling. One hopes that our winning bid at 
auction, (with the help of a donor who wishes to remain anonymous)  is a comfort knowing it went to a 
good home where it will be appreciated and cared for. 
 My standing in the machinery entrance completes the walk; looking up I see the young redwood 
grove freshly planted by Vi Hinerman and her family in memoriam of the recent passing of her husband, 
Bob Hinerman, long time member and co-instructor of my first steam class back in 1997. It was clear we 
were under the tutelage of a knowledgeable and steady hand as he helped introduce and train us in the time 
tested ways of steam 
 
The little things tell the story. 
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The Hyster 
forklift recently 
purchased at 
auction for 
Roots use. 
 
 
 
Photo courtesy of 
Jerry Moore 

BACK COVER; Crofoot Lumber Company, north of Ukiah at the Forks. The Henry Stoll Lumber Company is at 
the top of the photo, adjacent to the old State Highway 20. The Northwestern Pacific Railroad runs adjacent to 
the sawmill, and Highway 101 crosses through the vineyards.                  Photo courtesy of Jane Crofoot 




