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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
By Jerry Moore, President

Thanksgiving week was the occasion to gather Christmas trees for the Holiday Express, donated
from Vi Hinerman’s ranch. The Engine House was decorated and things made ready for the December 4th
event. The Museum opened its doors to share the displays and classrooms for crafts and activities so kids
of all ages to enjoy. Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived via Mason County #7, and they and their elves were
soon listening to some 200 youngsters throughout the day making sure the requests agreed with their lists
of naughty and nice. Out on the track, Mason County #7 pulled a consist ending with the 1909 Northwestern Pacific Caboose giving rides to revelers of all ages. The Long Bell speeder tagged along behind with
its crew trailer for those who wished to experience an open air view. Many thanks to the Museum and its
staff as well as the County Library, First 5, SPARK, the Willits Kids Club and the Roots volunteers who
toiled so many hours to make this year’s Holiday Express a success.
In the last several weeks, Willits weather has ranged from the pleasant mid-60s to blowing snow
and hard freezes. A typical spring and one looks to the shop and calendar to see what is coming for the
year. Some projects are so large that they seem perpetual in their project reports. The electric/air distribution project and improvements on the track certainly qualify in that regard with continued progress. Keith
Rongey continues to lead the utilities project crew, having gotten compressed air to the front of the
maintenance building, and will have it to the back by the time you read this. With the air getting to the
back of the building, the manifold will be plumbed into the lines going to the rear of the property, which
will ease the starting of oil fired burners during the Steam Festival. Jim Bruggere, our Trackmaster, had
smoothed and adjusted the back rail lines and is now planning to put in an additional siding for storage of
rolling stock, something necessary to accommodate our growing collection.
Another project that will be active this year is the continued refinement of the Eureka Southern
Railroad Crane. Don Ford and Rick Lewis continue to address problems as they arise and are nearly complete on the crane engine. The chassis engine has responded to their attention and will now start on demand. The targeted goal of this activity is to have a mobile, turnkey 50 ton crane at the ready for whatever
task is at hand.
Preparations are already started for the Redwood Region Logging Conference held in Eureka this
March. The Steam Engineering class will be held this April 2nd and 3rd and the class is already starting to
fill. Similarly, the Railroad Operations and Safety class is scheduled for June 4th and 5th . One must be a
member of Roots to take either class, which has a fee of $75.00. It is also time to remind our members
that they must recertify every two years to maintain their qualifications to operate our boilers or to operate
as staff on a train. Roots will hit the road on the last weekend in April for the Pacific Coast Dream Machines show in Half Moon Bay on May 1st . We look forward to seeing some of our more far flung members as we introduce the wonders of steam and early machinery to attendees.
A new event this year is the Heritage Day steam up on May 15th . Mendocino County is offering
homage to its past during May and we, along with the Museum, are opening our doors and changing
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into steam so the public can enjoy some living history, Roots style. Education Day for Mendocino County
students will follow on the 20th, with the Museum and Roots offering not only a view of the past but allowing the students to actually experience their history. July 4th will be celebrated with our entries in the Willits
Parade, stationary steam engines running, and speeders and crew carriers running on the loop track for an al
fresco experience of our scenery.
It is easy to focus on the activities at one of our events or the machinery in the yard. You will often
read names in the pages associated with various projects and so are familiar with some of our members,
What isn’t so apparent are the people in the background and the work they do taking care of the management side of the organization. Jack Wade is not only our treasurer, but three times a year he takes care of all
the work associated with putting the Highline together, finishing with a stuffing party comprised of local
members. We have received comments that the publication is of far higher caliber than one would expect
from an organization our size. Thanks, Jack.
Behind the scenes, Dirk Johnson has stepped up as one of our Librarians and as our Webmaster.
You may have noticed that the website is running better and that the contents are being refreshed in a timely
manner. He is upgrading our systems and web presence to contemporary standards and has some pretty neat
things planned. You might want to check in at www.rootsofmotivepower.com to see how things are coming
along. Bruce Evans has been mentioned in these pages before as having completely cataloged our equipment and putting it onto an Excel program to be accessed on the web, while acting as Roots Curator. He
also was the chief editor of the Highline issue featuring the Mason County #7 locomotive. Bruce has now
volunteered to be Assistant Trainmaster to help carry the load of Trainmaster Chris Baldo. There is a huge
amount of scheduling and work that goes on behind the scenes to get an engine and consist to run on the
track. His efforts will be greatly appreciated.
As we at the Roots yard plan, figure and prepare for our next steps and think of new projects on the
horizon, it is time to remember and thank you, our members, who make all of this possible. Jack Wade, our
treasurer, tells me he very often gets a donation with the returning membership envelopes and this year was
no exception. Whether the donations were a passing thought as you filled out your membership check or
were part of your focused gifting program, please know that it very much makes a difference and allows us
to do the things we do. If you would like to join us during some of our events, even if for a few hours, we
gladly welcome your smiling faces and whatever assistance you feel you can offer. It may not seem like
much, but even a few hours of your time as a docent or welcoming guide really helps. Think about it for
one of our events; we’d be delighted to see you.
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Lumber, Family and Faith
The Story of the Southwick Family Sawmills
By Theron Brown and Chris Baldo

A survey of the timber industry during the post-war period in Mendocino County yields a frequent
name, Southwick. From Branscomb, to Laytonville, to Willits, the name appears with enough regularity
that the authors’ curiosity was aroused and the research begun. We found that this was a unique story,
not one of a sawmill empire built by an individual such as the Crawford Lumber Company, but one of an
extended family of empowered individuals steeped in the lumber tradition, to which hardship was no
stranger. Family and faith allowed them to overcome hardship, from the loss of loved ones to financial
ruin and become an important part of the fabric of Mendocino County sawmill history. We hope you enjoy
the story of the Southwick family sawmills.
Joseph Southwick Sr. left England in 1849 with his wife Mary and 1 1/2 year old son Joseph Jr. in
hopes of starting a new life in America. The scourge of the West Midlands on England-the constant darkness of coal dust and soot from the iron works, collieries, and factories that characterized the industrial
revolution in England-was not an environment in which the young couple wished to raise their family.
Mining, collieries, and factories in the Black Country, in
the West Midlands area of
England, the home of Joseph
Sr. and Mary Southwick before they immigrated to the
United States in 1849.

Photo courtesy of Neal Southwick

They sailed from Liverpool, England, to New Orleans, and transferred to a steamboat for the journey up the
cholera and yellow fever ridden Mississippi River to St. Louis. At the time, St. Louis was the most popular
departure point for those traveling overland to the vast American west. Joseph Southwick Sr. contracted
cholera while on the Mississippi River journey and died in St. Louis, leaving his wife Mary and young son
Joseph Jr. stranded in St. Louis. It took a year for Mary and Joseph to reach Council Bluffs, Iowa, and another two years in Council Bluffs before they were financially able to join a wagon train company of other
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Mormons making their way across the plains to Utah. At age 5, Joseph Jr. walked across the plains of
America and through the mountains to the Great Salt Lake Valley, arriving in 1852. Joseph’s mother Mary
died when he was eight years old, and he ran away from the unpleasant home of his stepfather when he
was 14.

Salt Lake City, Utah in 1852, when Joseph Southwick (age 5) and his mother, Mary arrived.

Photo courtesy of Neal Southwick
Joseph proved to be strong and resourceful in his youth. He worked in the mines of Utah, and in the
logging woods, but gained a reputation hauling freight as a wagon master with 20-mule teams to and from
Nevada, Wyoming, Idaho and Montana. At 21, Joseph married his first wife, Elizabeth Susanna Northen,
and settled into more family-oriented occupations. He concentrated on farming and blacksmith work, before
entering the sawmill business in 1879 with a water-powered sawmill at the north end of Ogden Valley in
Liberty where Cold Water Creek enters the North Fork River. Joseph homesteaded and spent most of his
adult life in Liberty. Joseph used his teamster skills logging with oxen to supply the sawmill with logs. In
1883 Joseph moved his sawmill two miles east, and took the steam engine from a steam threshing machine
and used it to power the sawmill. Elizabeth died after 1 1/2 years of marriage, leaving Joseph with one
daughter. He married his second wife, Louisa Maria Shupe. They were married for 32 years, and had eight
children. Three of these children were Joseph Edward, James Oatha and William Isaac, who along with all
the Southwick children, grew up with the family sawmill and helping with the farming chores on the homestead in Liberty. Joseph Edward, James Oatha, and William Isaac purchased Joseph’s sawmill in Liberty
and part of the family homestead in 1904. The sawmill was moved to the Cache Valley divide, in what is
known as the South Canyon. The trio operated the mill for several years. Joseph Edward departed the partnership after his wife passed away in 1911, and James Oatha left in 1919 to pursue other endeavors, leaving
the sawmill operation in William’s capable hands. James Oatha would continue sawmill operations in the
Monte Cristo area, in the process, educating five sons, Howard, Joe, Jerry, Elmer and Louis, in the intricacies and travails of the sawmill business. It was at the Cache Valley sawmill in 1923 that William got
blood poisoning from a scratch on his hand. He was in the hospital for six weeks before the infection was
controlled. Complications from the infection weakened the bone in his left arm, and later, after breaking his
arm in Willits, his arm was amputated below the elbow. While William was recuperating from his bout with
blood poisoning, he went to Montana to visit his brother Joseph Edward. William decided to purchase a
farm, and moved his family to Harlem, Montana. This farming venture proved unsuccessful, and he lost the
farm. Joseph continued to farm for others in Montana for a few years, but later
(continued page 8)
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Joseph Southwick Jr. who emigrated from England at age 1 1/2 years.

Louisa Shupe Southwick (center) second wife of Joseph
Southwick Jr., with seven of her eight children (one
died young).

A 2003 photo of the land Joseph Jr. homesteaded in Liberty, Utah.

Photos courtesy of Neal Southwick
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Above: Rock pile remains from the cellar of Joseph’s
home in Liberty, Utah

Left: William Isaac got blood poisoning in his left
hand at the Cache Valley sawmill in 1923, an injury
that would eventually require the amputation of his
left arm in Willits many years later.

Photos courtesy of Neal Southwick
moved his family back to the home place in Liberty, Utah. He continued to farm and operate the
sawmill in Cache Valley. In 1933, William Isaac
and his son Earl built a steam powered sawmill in
the North Fork area of Liberty and operated it for
five years before the mill was destroyed by fire in
1938. For many years the logs for the Cache Valley mill had come from the mountains of Cache
National Forest near Monte Cristo, Utah. In 1935,
James Oatha and his son, Joe, developed the idea
of establishing a small mill in the mountains at
Monte Cristo. They were soon joined by Oatha’s
sons Jerry and Elmer. When the mill at North
Fork burned, William and son Earl decided to follow James Oatha and Joe’s example, and built
another sawmill in the woods at Monte Cristo.
Some of the lumber was sold locally, but most
was trucked down into Ogden. The deep
winter snow would force the mills to close, and the crew would retreat back to Liberty (continued page 10)
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William Isaac’s house in Liberty, Utah. Photo taken
in 1962

Jack Southwick in the Liberty Valley, Utah, where father Elmer and his brothers were raised by their father,
James Oatha Southwick. Elmer and his brothers would
milk the family’s six cows each morning before walking
four miles to school. Jack’s father and mother, Elmer
and Gertrude, are buried near this pole fence in Liberty,
Photo courtesy of Jack Southwick
Utah.

The family of William Isaac and Louise, back row:
Vernon, Ralph, Harold; middle row, standing: Raymond, Dale, LaVene; front, sitting: Mary Louise, Lee,
Earl, William Isaac.
The Monte Cristo Mountains east of Ogden where
James, William, Joe, Elmer and Jerry Southwick operated sawmills.

Sawmill Canyon in the Monte Cristo Mountains where
the Southwick sawmills were located.

Photos courtesy of Neal Southwick, except as noted.

Jerry Southwick’s sawmill at Monte Cristo in 1939.

Photo courtesy of Connie Southwick Golightly
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Elmer was an accomplished saddle bronc rider and participated in many rodeos until he was married. This
photo was taken in 1935. The horse Elmer was riding would accompany the family to Monte Cristo and later
to Fox Valley. One of Elmer’s riding partners was Fritz Truan, the famous World Saddle Bronc and AllAround Champion in 1940, who was later killed on Iwo Jima in 1945.

Photo courtesy of Jack Southwick.
during the winter months. Jack Southwick describes the Monte Cristo experience: “What I can tell you
about Monte Cristo, Utah will have to come from stories my Dad and Mom, Elmer and Gertie Southwick,
told me. The reason being, I was brought home as a newborn to Monte Cristo in 1838. My mother told me
that Dad had built a small cabin made out of rough lumber from the sawmill run by Dad and some of his
brothers. Mom said the cabin was very narrow, just one room, and we moved in before the cabin was finished. Dad had the walls and roof on, but hadn’t yet put the door on the end. So they hung a canvas there
until they got it built. The cabin had a wood cook stove, a table, a bed, a chest of drawers, and kerosene
lamps. My bed was one of the drawers. Mom and Dad packed water from a creek, and they had an outhouse.”
The group logged with a Caterpillar Thirty, and the logs were skidded directly to the mill.
The men would log for three or four days, and then operate the mill for a few days. There was no such thing
as a burner, chipper, planer or forklift; the sawdust and slabs went up the conveyor and into the burn pile.
The mills were located about 10 miles southeast of Monte Cristo in a canyon called “Sawmill Canyon.” Just
above this canyon was a series of springs that were named on the Forest Service maps as “Southwick
Springs.” Jerry Southwick and his son Frank continued to operate one of the small sawmills at Monte Cristo
until 1980.
Elmer purchased a new Studebaker truck that was used to haul the lumber from Monte Cristo to Ogden. During the winter months, he started buying and selling lumber. He would go up into Oregon and purchase a load of lumber from a number of small mills, pay for the lumber with a check, and then drive all
night back to Utah to sell the lumber in time to cover the check. Elmer established a reputation as an honest
and hardworking lumber man, a reputation that would follow him for his whole life. (continued page 13)
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U.S. Forest Service map showing Sawmill Canyon, where most of the Southwick mills were located near Monte
Cristo. Also, barely discernable at the head of Sawmill Canyon is Southwick Springs. The Southwick family operPhoto courtesy of Neal Southwick.
ated sawmills and logged in this area from 1935 to 1980.
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Elmer Southwick on his favorite strawberry roan,
“Dude”.

Above: Elmer Southwick
with his wife Gertrude and
baby Jack in 1938 at the mill
in Monte Cristo. To the left
of Gertie’s elbow is the Caterpillar 30 tractor for skidding
logs, and to Elmer's left is
their 1936 Ford 2-door sedan.

Left: Elmer and Gertie
Southwick along with newborn Jack on the running
board of Elmer’s new 1938
Studebaker truck.

Photos courtesy of Jack Southwick
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In 1940, Elmer secured a contract with the Standard Oil Company to build a gas station in Ogden
Canyon, east of Ogden between Ogden and Liberty. While at Ogden Canyon, Elmer and Gertie were
blessed with two more children, Monte and Diane. In son Jack Southwick’s words: “My mother took care
of three kids and pumped gas at the gas station. When I say she pumped gas, that is what she did. The
pumps had a handle on the side, and Mom would move the handle back and forth to pump the gas to the top
part of the pump. The top part of the pump was made of glass and had numbers on it to tell how many gallons you had pumped up there. Then, she would pull the trigger and the gas would run down into the car
gas tank. When Dad was building the gas station, the front was the gas station and the back part of the
building was our house.”

Above: The Ogden Canyon gas station with Monte,
Jack and a neighbor playing in the snow.

Left: The Standard Oil gas station that Elmer built
at Ogden Canyon in 1940, that would be the family
home until the war started. Here Jack Southwick
plays on his Red Rover wagon. Elmer cut the “log
cabin” slabs on the gas station at his sawmill in MonPhotos courtesy of Jack Southwick.
te Cristo.

With the family homestead in Liberty underutilized, William decided to enter the dairy business.
The prospects were good, milk prices were high and the homestead in Liberty was well suited for livestock.
However, the timing was not good, as milk prices dropped from 54 cents to 18 cents. The obligations of the
loan for his initial investment in cows and equipment forced William into giving up the deed to the family
homestead in Liberty to the bank. Seemingly fueled by this hardship, William Isaac started over again by
moving his family to a small tract of land on North Harrison Blvd. in Ogden in 1941. There he built a small
house for his family. William started building houses along with two of his sons, Earl and Ralph, as well as
a nephew, Ray Southwick. This enterprise was successful and life gradually became more pleasant for the
William Southwick family. In 1942, William and his sons Earl, Lee, Harold, Ralph, Verlon, Raymond and
Dale joined together to again enter the sawmill business on a site near William’s home in Ogden. The country had entered World War II, and the government was interested in buying all available lumber. The mill
was powered by a flathead Ford V-8 gasoline engine. William was the sawyer, Earl built the carriage so he
rode the carriage, Lee ran the edger, Ralph ran the trim saws, and Harold and Raymond had the chore of
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stacking the finished lumber. Verlon was a capable millwright and also spelled William as sawyer. William
and the boys logged out at Monte Cristo during the summer, and cut lumber during the winter, selling the
product to the government. The group built three cabins at Monte Cristo, where they stayed during the summer months. The families treasured the weeks when the wives and children would join them in the mountains in the summer.
William Isaac’s
sawmill at Ogden, which he
built in 1941
and operated
with several of
his sons.

A newspaper
article from
1945 in the
Ogden paper
highlighting
William
Isaac’s sawmill
operation.

Photos courtesy
of Neal Southwick.
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Elmer Southwick’s lumber wholesale business centered around his ‘38 Studebaker, and the small
Oregon sawmills opened up a new world for the Southwicks. Joe moved his family to the John Day-Prairie
City area of Oregon in 1940 to help set up a sawmill, selling his interest in the Monte Cristo mill to brother
Jerry. Another son, Howard, moved to Fox Valley, near Mt. Vernon, Oregon, to build a steam sawmill in
1941. After World War II started, Elmer and his family decided to move from the gas station at Ogden Canyon and join brother Howard at the sawmill in Fox Valley.

Howard Southwick built a steam sawmill in Fox Valley, Oregon, near John Day, in 1941 and was joined by
With World War II underway, what else for kids to do
Elmer soon after the start of World War II. When
but play war? Here Monte and Jack Southwick play
Howard moved the sawmill to nearby Mt. Vernon, he
with their toy guns at the cabin in Fox Valley in 1943.
converted to diesel power and left the old Fairbanks
Morse boiler behind at the old sawmill site. Photo taken
Photos courtesy of Jack Southwick.
in 2009 in Fox Valley.

“Dad built a one-room cabin for the family, only the cabin was much bigger than the one at Monte
Cristo. We still had the wood cook stove and kerosene lamps. A small creek ran beside the cabin, and there
was an outhouse. Uncle Howard built the first cabin there in 1941. His cabin was much larger than ours,
and even had two rooms. Uncle Howard’s family had four children and they all attended a one-room
school across the valley. Dad eventually bought a small house in Mt. Vernon, and moved the family there.
The war was still on and the sawmill business was good. Mt. Vernon was a small town with a grocery store,
a gas station, a Protestant church, and a grammar school. Mom would buy most everything we needed at
the little grocery. John Day, Oregon, was about eight or ten miles away. Once a year, a doctor would come
to our little town of Mt. Vernon, and parents would bring their children to the grocery store to meet with
the doctor and get their shots.” Elmer sold his Studebaker truck and bought a Mack. The Mack was bigger
and could handle a bigger load. Elmer would haul lumber to places like Pendleton, Oregon, and Nampa,
Caldwell and Boise, Idaho. After building the mill in Prairie City, Joe returned to Utah for a short period
before moving to Brookings on the Oregon coast in 1942. He operated a sawmill there for one year, before
loading up the family and moving south to the redwoods at Branscomb, California.
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Joe worked out a deal with a local landowner, “Cedar” Miller, who owned several thousand acres of prime
timber about four miles west of Branscomb. Joe started to put together a sawmill on the Miller property on
Redwood Creek in 1943.
While at Fox Valley, Elmer received a letter from his brother Joe describing the sawmill endeavor in
the redwoods at Branscomb. Fascinated with the prospects, Elmer and his family left the Fox Valley operation for Joe’s new sawmill. Howard would continue to operate the mill at Fox Valley, before moving the
sawmill to Mount Vernon.

Monte and Jack Southwick in front of a nice Ponderosa
pine with Howard’s mill in Fox Valley in the backPhoto courtesy of Jack Southwick.
ground.

L/R Elmer, Louis and Joe Southwick at the sawmill
in Branscomb, California, with a load of redwood
lumber headed for Fields Landing. Louis has just
been discharged from the army.
Howard Southwick’s
cabin at the mill site in
Fox Valley, Oregon in
2009. L/R Carol Wright,
Howard’s daughter, and
Carol’s son, Howard
Wright.

Photos courtesy of Michael Southwick.
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Elmer Southwick’s Mack with a load of lumber from
Joe’s mill at Branscomb somewhere between Branscomb
and Laytonville in 1945. Elmer moved his family from
Fox Valley, Oregon, with this truck. Photo courtesy of Jack
Southwick

Above: Elmer Southwick’s family at the mill in
Branscomb. L/R Jack, Monte, Elmer holding little
Michael who was born in Willits, Gertie, Diane. The
Nash car (nose showing) in the picture belonged to
one of the mill workers. Photo courtesy of Jack South-

wick.
Left: A happy bunch of children at the Branscomb
mill. L/R Diane (Elmer and Gertie’s daughter), Betty
(Joe and Eva’s daughter), Kent Walker, Monte
(Elmer and Gertie’s son), Jack (Elmer and Gertie’s
son), and Connie (Jerry and Deltas’ daughter).

After getting the sawmill operating in 1944, Elmer spent most of his time skidding the logs from the
woods directly to the sawmill, and hauling lumber with his Mack truck up to Fields Landing on Humboldt
Bay to help the war effort. The group initially used a Caterpillar thirty to skid the logs the short distance to
the mill. After the war ended, Joe and Elmer purchased two 6 x 6 Army surplus trucks, a Studebaker and a
White, which were used to skid logs. This effort was not entirely successful, so Joe and Elmer decided to
purchase an International Td-18 crawler in Santa Rosa and hauled the tractor to Branscomb on the Mack.
Moving at a top speed of 15 MPH and only at night, the pair made the harrowing 125 mile trip from Santa
Rosa to Branscomb in two days (nights).
Several of Joe’s relatives came out from Utah and worked at the sawmill, including Joe’s youngest
brother, Louis, who was just out of the army, and his wife Norma; brother Jerry and his wife Delta; and his
sister Clara and her husband Virgil Wolf. Jerry continued to operate his Monte Cristo mill during the summer months, and would come to Branscomb to help during the winter. The whole group would quickly help
build a small cabin for the new-coming family. Joe’s wife, Eva, operated the cookhouse to feed the crew.
The many Southwick children would take the bus to school in Laytonville. Each morning, the children
would let the family cow out to roam before they left for school. Their task on the return bus trip home was
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Three Southwick wives at the Branscomb mill, L/R
Eva Southwick (wife of Joe), Norma Southwick (wife of
Louis) and Gertrude “Gertie” (wife of Elmer).

Four of the Elmer Southwick children at the Branscomb mill, L/R Monte, Jack, Diane, with Michael in
the stroller

Photos courtesy of Michael Southwick

to keep their noses pressed to the windows looking for the cow. When the cow was finally spotted, the bus
would let the Southwick kids off and they would herd the cow back to the mill.
With the end of the war, the lumber business slowed down before the real post-war building boom
would begin in 1948. Elmer left Joe’s sawmill operation in Branscomb in 1946 and moved to Ukiah. He
started to build a motel in the south end of Ukiah, near the airport, called the Slumber Crest Auto Court. He
enlisted the help of several relatives, his brother Louis, two uncles, Fred and Newell, and Virgil Wolf. The
motel had 14 units, with Elmer’s family moving into the front unit. Over the years, the name of the motel
changed to Elmer’s Motel, and then the Crest Motel. While next to the airport, Elmer took the opportunity
to take flying lessons, and soon purchased a Stinson airplane, which he used for recreational flying and later
would use in his business. At the end of the war, William Isaac and his sons were still operating the sawmill
in Ogden and logging in Monte Cristo during the summer months. Without the government as their major
purchaser of lumber, the mill operation became harder to sustain. In 1947, William and his two sons, Verlon and Raymond, took a 10-month job on Prairie City, Oregon to build a sawmill for another person and
get the mill up and running. William and his sons were gifted millwrights, and it was at the Prairie City
sawmill that they perfected and patented a log turner for sawmills that was put into production by Idaco Engineering company of Oakland, California. The group returned to Utah after the mill was successfully operating. The news of the big and plentiful timber in the redwoods and sawmill adventures of James Oatha’s
children in California had arrived in Ogden. After a visit to the Branscomb operation in California, William
Isaac and his sons decided to move their sawmill operation from Utah to Willits, California in 1948. They
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The Elmer Southwick family in front of the Slumber
Crest Auto Court, which Elmer and some of the
Southwick relatives built, and where Elmer’s family
lived.

Elmer Southwick with his 1947 Stinson “Southwick
Lumber Company” airplane with a Mormon missionary that Elmer flew home to Dallas, Texas after the
Photos courtesy of Jack Southwick.
mission.

In 1947, William and his two sons, Verlon and Raymond, went to Prairie City, Oregon (near John Day) for
Photo courtesy of Neal Southwick
ten months to build this sawmill for a client and to get it operating.

selected a 20 acre site north of Willits at the base of Oil Well Hill with good access to State Highway 101,
adequate room for the sawmill operation, and water for a log pond, as well as housing for the growing
Southwick clan. The post-WW II building boom was now in full swing in California and the market for
lumber seemed insatiable. In William’s son Raymond’s words, “The move to Willits proved to be a huge
benefit to all the Southwick families. They had a bigger mill with much more power and could cut timber
faster, and the logs were better. They could cut more than twice the daily lumber that they did in Ogden.
And, because they could cut lumber all year around, their output exceeded what they did in Utah enormously. They were able to cut 3,000 board feet per hour when everything ran smoothly. And they sold all the
lumber they could cut.” As William’s family was preparing for the trip to California, the whole group decided to make the move in new automobiles. Getting a new car during the war had been nearly impossible,
so there was a growing appetite after the war for new vehicles. They approached the Kaiser-Frazier Automobile Dealership in Ogden and swung a deal to purchase ten new Frazier cars to be picked up at the factory in Detroit, Michigan. In May, 1948, The Southwicks arrived in Detroit and were treated like royalty,
(continued page 23)
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Pages 20 & 21: While building the sawmill at Prairie City, William Isaac perfected a new log turner design that
was patented and built by Idaco Engineering Company of Oakland, California. Photos courtesy of Neal Southwick
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Top view; The Southwick Family at the Kaiser-Frazier factory in Detroit, Michigan in 1948.
Bottom; The ten Frazier cars and the Southwick family ready to depart Detroit, with Verlon (L) and William
Isaac leading the way.
Photos courtesy of Neal Southwick.
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with a factory tour, as this was a rare event for both the Southwicks and Kaiser-Frazier. The group drove
back to Ogden, and then continued to California.
The William Southwick and Sons sawmill was unique, as was apparent in this description from
the December, 1949 Butane-Propane News by Editor Carl Abell: “Up the Redwood Highway, about
four miles north of Willits, California, we rolled over the summit of a wooded hill and looked down into a
little valley of breathtaking beauty. We slowed down to enjoy it for a moment, and over the sound of our
car came a noise like a P-38 Lightning coming in to land. It couldn't be! There would be no landing field
in this little valley. The sound came from down in the hollow. Suddenly the noise of the exhaust became a
little less chesty, and the scream like the wind on the fuselage was stilled. For a moment only. Just as we
swung around the curve, the exhaust broke into a roar, and the high pitched scream returned. Unmistakably the sound came from a little sawmill that had just come into view.”
With his experience operating the Ford V-8 engine powered sawmill in Ogden, William knew he
wanted an engine for the Willits mill with enough power to operate nearly the entire mill. This included a
double-circle saw headrig, the carriage drive, edger, the log infeed chain from the log pond, and many
The crew at the
Southwick mill
at Oil Well Hill;
L/R William
Isaac, Earl, Lee,
Harold, Ralph,
Verlon, Raymond and nephew Darwin.

The William I.
Southwick &
Sons sawmill
north of Oil Well
Hill,, which the
Southwicks operated from 19348
to 1954.

Photos courtesy of
Neal Southwick.
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conveyors and roll cases. The only separately driven machines in the mill were the trim saws, powered
by an Allison tractor gasoline engine, and the trash conveyor chain that took the mill debris to the teepee
burner, powered by an electric motor.
William selected an Allison P-38 Lightning engine that he purchased as government surplus from
the Hill Air Force Base near Ogden for $300. They discarded the huge original carburetor and supercharger, then added a new manifold adapter on which they could mount a butane carburetor. They were
assisted with this design by James Strickland, manager of the Pro-Flame Gas Company in Willits. A Caterpillar D-8 clutch was selected for use behind the Allison engine. For the sawmill use, the 400 HP engine was run at 1,200 RPM, and used 4 1/2 gallons per 1,000 board feet of lumber, or about 13 gallons
per hour.
The William I. Southwick and Sons mill was primarily a family affair. The mill required eight or
nine men to run efficiently. The crew included William Isaac, his sons Earl, Lee, Harold, Ralph, Verlon
and Raymond, and two nephews, Darwin and Louis. There was a gentle rise south of the mill for many of
the Southwick boys to build houses for their families. (continued page 27)
William I.
Southwick
mill showing green
chain and
trash conveyor to
teepee
burner.

Allison P-38 fighter plane engine running on butane powering the William I. Southwick sawmill
in 1949.

Pond side of the William I. Southwick sawmill showing the butane tank for running the P-38 engine.

Photos courtesy of Neal Southwick.
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The old teepee burner at the William I. Southwick
mill, showing the green chain on the left

Above, right; Looking
over the mill pond on a
snowy day at the houses
built by the Southwick
sons.
Right; The mill pond
proved too difficult to
maintain, so the William
I. Southwick mill eliminated the pond in 1951,
as well as installing a
new teepee burner.

.

The housing at the William I. Southwick mill was not your usual sawmill shanty. Here is the home built by
Photos courtesy of Neal Southwick.
Harold Southwick at the mill.
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An Aerial view of the
William I. Southwick
sawmill showing the
six houses built by
the Southwick sons.
Moving clockwise
from bottom left are
the houses of Louis,
Harold, Raymond,
Ralph, Earl and Darwin. The photo shows
the new Highway 101
on the left and old
Highway 101 along
the base of the hill on
the right. Photo cour-

tesy of Neal Southwick

An aerial view of Joe’s Southwick Lumber Company in 1952 with the mill pond and stud mill in the foreground,
planning mill on the far side of the teepee burner, and the random mill under construction. The remnants of the
old Ford and Sherburne sawmill are on the right of the California Western tracks; the Willits Redwood Products
lumber dry yard is across Blosser Lane at the top of the photo. In the upper left of the photo were four homes for
mill employees: Louis and Norma Southwick, Udie Dickerson and family, Mel and Millie Dickerson, and Bob
Southwick. Joe built an addition to the rear of the sawmill office, which is next to the mill entrance on Blosser
Photo courtesy of Western Ways - Pomeroy collection
Lane, and lived there in the later years.
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A log truck
dumps its
load into the
mill pond at
the William
I. Southwick mill at
Oil Well
Hill.

Photo courtesy of Jack
Southwick

Six homes were built there by Ralph, Harold, Earl, Darwin, Raymond and Louis. Lee and Verlon elected to
buy homes and live in Ukiah, commuting to the mill each day. William had a house closer to the mill that
also served as the sawmill office. When Earl left the mill to return to Ukiah, William moved into Earl’s
house. With the abundance of logs available on the open market, William did not need to hire a logging
crew, instead primarily purchasing delivered logs.
The William I. Southwick and Sons mill operated until 1954, when an Oregonian, August Ulinger
made an offer to purchase the mill. Several of the Southwick sons worked for Ulinger for about a year,
training the new crew in the process. The market for logs started to be more competitive by the late 1950s.
Ulinger tried to modernize the mill, replacing the P-38 engine with electric motors and making other changes. The Ulinger mill was closed in the late 1950s.
After the sale of the mill, William and his eldest son Earl went back to Ogden, Utah, to live. Harold
and Lee Southwick purchased and operated the Spring Grove Creamery in Willits and distributed dairy
products to homes, stores and restaurants. Raymond and Ralph Southwick moved to Washington and
bought farms.
Joe Southwick’s mill in Branscomb, while a marvel of ingenuity, was a rudimentary sawmill at best.
Joe realized that to truly succeed, he needed to improve the quality of equipment and the scale of his operation. In 1947, Joe decided to build a new sawmill on a site in Willits, just east of the Willits Redwood Products sawmill. Joe built a stud mill first on the site, using a double circle-saw head rig and sash gang to break
down the logs. Joe soon added a planer to finish the lumber. He would later add a random length mill. Joe
sold his Branscomb mill to a fellow named Bud Holmes, but ended up hauling the equipment away after
some issues of non-payment. The mill featured a mill pond which fed both the stud and random mills, and a
donkey and highpole for a cold deck. The stud mill burned to the ground in an electrical fire in 1953, but
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Joe immediately rebuilt the mill. The stud mill operated much more than the random mill.
When Elmer Southwick finished building the Slumber Crest Auto Court in Ukiah, his thoughts drifted back to sawmilling. He briefly operated a small sawmill on Low Gap Road near the Ukiah City Dump,
before building a larger sawmill south of Laytonville, called the Stone Canyon Lumber Company. About
the same time, Elmer started to build a dream house for his wife, Gertie, in the hills west of the

On a rare day when the Southwick boys were not
working, they were likely to be fishing. With a nice
catch are four of the brothers: Ralph, Earl, Harold
Photo courtesy of Neal
and Raymond.

C.W. Wallace Trucking hauled most of the lumber
out of Joe Southwick’s mill that was headed to Los
Angeles. This is a very nice LT Mack loaded with 11
Photo courtesy of Jack Southwick.
units of studs.

Elmer’s son Monte drove forklift at Joe’s
sawmill for a period, but spent more time running the edger and sash gang in the stud mill.

Photo courtesy of Jack Southwick.
Louis Southwick driving forklift at Joe’s mill with some of the kids that lived in houses that were built on the
Southwick mill property. Louis was Elmer’s youngest brother, and loaded trucks at the mill before Jack Southwick took over. Louis became the lumber salesman in the office after Joe retired to Santa Rosa.

Photo courtesy of Jack Southwick
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Elmer Southwick’s Stone Canyon Lumber Company on Highway 101, a few miles south of Laytonville.
Elmer would commute from Ukiah to Laytonville in his airplane.

Photo courtesy of Western Ways - Baldo Collection.
airport in Ukiah. Living in Ukiah, Elmer utilized his Stinson airplane to commute to the sawmill near Laytonville. Elmer would buzz the sawmill with his plane to alert the crew that he had arrived, and then land
across Highway 101 at a small strip of land owned by George Newhall. Elmer operated the sawmill until
1951, when it was sold to a company called Building Properties, Inc.
Elmer had the same interest in new cars that the William Isaac branch of the family displayed with
their Frazier purchase. World War II had limited the availability of cars for civilian use, and after the war
they were still hard to come by. Elmer had his name on the waiting list at the Ukiah Packard dealer for
nearly a year, when he happened to stop by a San Francisco Packard dealership while visiting friends. The
dealer had a new black Packard available on the floor. Elmer immediately bought the car and drove it home
to Ukiah. When he walked in the door, his wife Gertie said the Ukiah Packard dealer called and said his car
had arrived. Not wanting to disappoint the Ukiah dealership, Elmer purchased the second Packard also. To
bail himself out of a sticky situation, he was able to talk his brother Joe into buying one of the Packards.
In 1952, Elmer heard about a cattle ranch that was for sale 90 miles north of Elko, Nevada. Elmer
had just returned from a trip back east where he had purchased a new 1952 Packard and a new two-ton Studebaker truck. The family fell in love with the ranch, and in spite of the newly completed dream home in
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Ukiah, Elmer and Gertie decided to move to Nevada. Their family was continuing to grow with the addition
of newly born Fred, and the couple thought the ranch would be an ideal place for children to grow up. The

The 1952 Studebaker truck that Elmer picked up at
the factory in South Bend, Indiana. This was used
as a stock truck on the ranch in Nevada, and later
was converted to pull a fifth-wheel with a semi trailer, hauling lumber out of Joe Southwick’s mill in
Photos courtesy of Jack Southwick.
Willits.

Elmer Southwick’s family on the ranch in Nevada,
about 1954, back row Monte, Diane, Jack; middle
row, Bill, Gertie, Elmer, Michael; front row, Susie
and Fred. Fred was born in Ukiah just before the
family left for Nevada, and Susie was born in Boise,
Idaho, while the family was living in Nevada.

Slumber Crest was sold to Mr. and Mrs. L. Faltnor. The dream house in Ukiah was sold to another lumberman, Harold Casteel, who had sold his sawmill in Willits to the Pacific Coast company, and was in the process of building a new sawmill north of Ukiah at the present site of the Mendocino Forest Products
sawmill. As part of the deal, Casteel traded Elmer his old house in Willits on Center Valley Road and 20
acres, which is still in the Southwick family today.
Life on the Nevada cattle ranch had hardly changed in a century. The ranch had thousands of acres
of grazing rights on Federal land which seemingly went on forever. You learned to saddle up your horse to
move cows every morning. Wagons were pulled by horses, hay was cut, raked and stacked with horses,
calves were branded, steers were rounded up and penned. The only concession to the modern era was the
light plant the family would start each night so they had electricity. Unfortunately, the price of cattle bottomed out in 1956, and Elmer knew he had to sell the ranch or lose it. The ranch was sold to the owner of a
larger ranch nearby, and the family moved back to the old Casteel home in Willits. Son Jack,, who had just
graduated from high school at Twin Falls, Idaho, said that leaving the Nevada ranch was the saddest day of
his life.
When Elmer returned to Willits, he had a little cash from the ranch sale, which he promptly invested
in a sawmill project west of San Anselmo at Woodacre in Marin County. Virgil Wolf and Elmer’s brother
Louis had built a small sawmill on a dairy ranch in Marin and needed another investor. Elmer’s sons Monte
and Jack both worked at the mill for a short time, but the mill was soon closed.
Elmer took the rack and bed off the Studebaker stock truck, cut the frame off behind the drive tires,
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and put a fifth wheel on the truck so he could pull a short semi-trailer. He started hauling lumber for his
brother Joe’s sawmill in Willits, but soon realized he needed a diesel truck that could pull a trailer to make
it pay. In 1959, Elmer purchased a new Mack truck and trailer and continued to haul for Joe’s Southwick
Lumber Company.
Elmer Southwick’s 1959
Mack truck in Willits hauling for the Southwick
Lumber Company. Elmer
purchased the Mack to
replace his Studebaker
truck.

Photo courtesy of Jack
Southwick.

The J.H. Baxter pole yard in Willits in the foreground, with the Wamitch Timber Company (Joe Southwick’s )
mill) on the left side of the RR tracks. The large Willits Redwood Products mill is in the background. Blosser
lane runs horizontally in the center, and the Blosser Lane bridge over Broaddus creek has not yet been built.

Photo courtesy of Western Ways - Pomeroy collection.
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Joe Southwick had been beset with migraine headaches for many years and decided to put the mill
up for sale in 1951. When the new owner failed to make payments, Joe came out of retirement and resumed
operation of the sawmill.
In 1953, the J.H. Baxter Pole Company, the second largest treating company in the country, decided
to locate a pole plant in Willits to supply its treating plants in Long Beach and Alameda with poles. They
purchased a piece of property from Phillip Colli on the east side of Willits, adjacent to the Northwestern
Pacific Railroad, and began the construction of a pole yard. About the same time, a company from the Illinois Valley area of Oregon, Wamitch Timber Company, which did significant business with J.H. Baxter in
Grants Pass, Oregon, came to Willits and purchased a tract on Franklin Avenue from the Richardson family, as well as the Southwick Lumber Company across the NWP tracks to the south. Wamitch was owned by
Oscar and Ersel Waterman and H.B. Mitchell. Wamitch was able to convince Baxter Pole to abandon their
efforts on the Colli property, and build their pole yard on the Franklin Avenue portion of their property.
In 1954, Alfred M. Baxter, owner of the J.H. Baxter Pole Company, purchased the Brushy Mountain
Ranch from George Newhall, and Frank Crawford’s timber rights ended in December, 1954. Wamitch began logging the Brushy Mountain Ranch, with the poles going to Baxter, and the other timber going to the
Wamitch mill.
Wamitch got into trouble with the Internal Revenue Service in 1956 and the assets of the company
were auctioned. The IRS did a poor job of detailing the assets and liabilities of the company, and amid the
confusion, Frank Johnson of Fort Bragg purchased Wamitch Timber Company for $5,000. Apparently
Frank Johnson was the only one to know that most of the Wamitch liabilities were from Oregon, and were
unenforceable in California. Frank ended up with six log trucks, four Caterpillar tractors and other logging
equipment, and the former Richardson property. Baxter Pole ended up purchasing the old Richardson property from Johnson.
Joe Southwick, who still held title to the mill property, was forced into coming out of retirement a
second time, and again began operating the sawmill. Joe Southwick primarily operated the stud mill and
planer mill in later years.
Joe Southwick had secured cutting rights on a large piece of timber property west of Willits owned
by Eddie Anderson, the area that now comprises the Brooktrails subdivision. Another successful Willits
sawmill, FIRCO, owned by Bob Harrah, Max McKee, Earl Maize and Frank Crawford, had their own designs on the Anderson property. Their best route to acquiring the cutting rights was to purchase the Southwick Lumber Company, including the sawmill and cutting rights. FIRCO purchased Joe Southwick’s operation in 1961. With the FIRCO stud mill north of Willits, the random mill seemed a good fit. The mill was
operated a few more years by FIRCO until 1963, when it was shut down permanently.
Elmer continued to haul lumber for FIRCO with the 1959 Mack until the closure of the mill in 1963
and found himself without a job. Elmer decided to enter the lumber wholesale business, somewhat like he
did from 1938-1941 in Utah and Oregon, starting a new company, Elmer Southwick Lumber Sales. He
traded in the 1959 Mack on a 1963 Mack Cabover, and Elmer and his son Monte rotated driving the truck.
When Elmer’s son Jack got out of the army in late 1963, Elmer purchased another Mack Cabover for him to
drive.
32

The wholesale lumber business was successful, and within three years Elmer had to buy two more
trucks. Among the drivers were Joe’s son, Bob Southwick, Bob Southwick’s brother in law, Ed Bass, and
Frank Short. Elmer did not have a truck shop; each driver was responsible for greasing, changing oil and
washing his own truck. Any major work was performed by Max Meyers at Willits Truck Repair.
Elmer Southwick Lumber Sales purchased lumber from over fifty sawmills in southern Oregon and
northern California, from Roseburg Lumber Company and Rough and Ready in Oregon, and from nearly
every ex-sawmill town in northern California: Elk, Gualala, Piercy, Alderpoint, Dinsmore, and Smith River.
Elmer retired in 1974, and his youngest son, Fred, took over the lumber sales end of the business.
The company purchased their last new truck in 1979, a White Freightliner. Elmer decided to dissolve the

Monte Southwick and Frank Short with Elmer’s two 1963 Mack cabovers.

Elmer Southwick Lumber Sales truck driven by Ed Bass.

Photos courtesy of Jack Southwick
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Jack Southwick changing oil in the 1979 Freightliner, the last truck purchased by Elmer Southwick.

Photo courtesy of Jack Southwick.
wholesale lumber company in 1981, after 18 years.
With Jerry Southwick closing his sawmill operation at Monte Cristo in Utah in 1980 and Elmer
Southwick dissolving Elmer Southwick Lumber Sales, Inc. in 1981, the saga of the Southwick family’s
lumber activities came to a close. The ability of the Southwick family members to work together to
achieve common goals in a challenging industry was a remarkable and unparalleled achievement. Other
families certainly succeeded in the timber industry in that era with the combination of ingenuity, tenacity,
opportunity and blind luck. The Southwicks utilized all of these, but their success was also a testament to
the strength of the family’s Mormon faith, and deserves mention. Joseph Southwick Sr., left England for
America in 1844 as a newly converted Mormon, destined never to see the Great Salt Lake valley. His
wife, Mary, set a family standard for overcoming hardship never to be forgotten, as she fought to bring
her son, Joseph Jr., across the Great Plains to Salt Lake. Future generations of Southwicks did not forget
Mary, and continued a tradition of tenacity and faith. With twelve Southwick families coming to Willits
from Utah, it became necessary to organize a branch of the Mormon church, as the closest congregation of
Mormons was in Ukiah. The Mormon church operates with lay officials, therefore Joe Southwick was
chosen to be the first President (lay-minister) of the Willits Branch. Other Southwicks would also serve as
Branch or as Bishop when the Branch evolved into a Ward; Harold Southwick (twice), Lee Southwick,
34

Louis Southwick, Monte Southwick and William (Bill) Southwick. They met in rented quarters until they
were able to raise the funds to build their own chapel on Hazel Street, which was completed in 1959. That
building was later sold, and a new church was built in 1988 at the south end of Willits.
The Southwick name has a special place in the history of the timber industry in Mendocino County
that will forever set the standard for family and faith.

The Mormon Chapel on Hazel Street, completed in 1969. The Southwick family was instrumental in the
establishment of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Willits.

Photo courtesy of Neal Southwick
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IN MEMORIAM
Roots of Motive Power lost two of its staunchest supporters early in 2011. Both lived long, fulfilling lives,
and left legacies of supportive family and lives filled with good deeds. We will miss them both.

Mavis Bromaghim
Mavis was born on a farm in Shevlin, Minnesota in 1918, to a world of threshing machines and
steam traction engines. She married Cy Bromaghim, a mechanical wizard, and never seemed to be far away
from some type of machinery. Mavis became a journeyman sheet metal worker during World War II, and
her name is displayed on the “Rosie Memorial” that honored all of the “Rosie the Riveters” that worked at
men’s jobs during the war. After the war, Cy went to work for Buran Equipment, the Allis Chalmers tractor
distributorship with a branch in Willits. In 1951, Cy was offered a job by Joe Farley, who was building the
Wolf Creek Timber company sawmill on the coast north of Usal. The isolated conclave of 30 families
formed a close knit community, that continued to have regular reunions decades after the mill closed in
1960. Sadly Cy passed away in 1971 from cancer. Although Mavis volunteered at many of the Roots steam
-ups, Mavis’ life was filled with other community endeavors in schools, Boy Scouts, local theater, and making quilts for a multitude of local benefit auctions.
When we stoke the boiler on the big Willamette, we will remember that Grandma Mavis took those
same steps hundreds of times, and did her part to keep the steam up.
Roots is working with the Bromaghim family in scheduling a celebration of Mavis’ life, to be held
in the Redwood Empire Railroad History Project Engine house in April. Details will be provided as the
plans are firmed up. Check the Roots website.

Gordon Wagenet
Gordon Waganet was a pioneer in the redwood lumber industry, starting his business, 101 Redwood, by retrieving wood waste traveling up the trash conveyor to the teepee burner at local sawmills. Gordon spent his childhood in New York City and Connecticut, and earned a degree in economics from Oberlin
College in Ohio, where he met his future wife, Catherine Schweser. Gordon served as a Japanese code
breaker during World War II. After Gordon’s discharge from the military, the couple moved to Willits, and
Gordon found employment at Willits Redwood Products (WRP). It was at WRP that Gordon noticed the
large volume of old growth redwood waste products that were routinely burned in the teepee burner. Gordon left WRP and founded 101 Redwood in 1952. The company would operate continuously for 53 years.
Gordon was obsessed with maximizing wood recovery, and was a pioneer in using ultra-thin saws for that
purpose.
Gordon was an avid hunter, and would often tell wonderful stories of his experiences with sons, Hal,
John, Jim and Bob, in the cold of the Modoc, Wyoming or Colorado.
Gordon Wagenet was instrumental in the Redwood Cant Project, on display in the RERHP Engine
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House. A few years after leaving WRP, Gordon was having lunch with Russell Ells, President and CEO of
Willits Redwood Products, and asked about the possibility of having a redwood slab cut for a ski cabin he
planned to build near Lake Tahoe. A few days later, a WRP straddle buggy arrived at 101 Redwood with a
huge redwood slab four feet wide, four inches thick and 21 feet long. Gordon never built the ski cabin, and
kept the slab tucked underneath his mill. Fifty years from the day Gordon received the slab from Russell
Ells, the slab was transported to the RERHP Engine House and work began on a unique display. Bob
Wagenet, a master woodworker, carefully sanded and finished the slab, and mounted two 60-inch circle
saws to illustrate the early sawing process. The slab is currently used to memorialize unique contributions
to Roots of Motive Power by individuals in the community. Gordon Wagenet’s contributions to Roots and
the redwood lumber industry will be memorialized forever by our special Redwood Cant.

Left: Grandma Mavis as an honored guest at a Roots Festival.
Above; (L/R) Gordon Wagenet, Chris Baldo, Don
Alumbaugh and Jeff Cook ready the cant for display.

Photos courtesy of the Roots collection.

Above: Grandma Mavis supplying firewood for the
Willamette Humboldt Yarder.

Bobbie Yokum and Gordon Wagenet, coordinators on
the Redwood Cant Project. Gordon donated the cant
to Roots of Motive Power in 2004

Photos courtesy of the Roots collection.
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The Willamette Humboldt yarder with a Roots
crew in 1986, L/R Clark Curtis, John Bradley, Joe
Mondo, Kirk Graux, Ted Coombs, Mavis Bromaghim, Dave Hope, Dan Taylor, Chris Baldo.

Bob Wagenet works on installing the double 60-inch
circle saws on the redwood cant.

Photos courtesy of the Roots collection.

BACK COVER PHOTO; A view of Joe Southwick’s Southwick Lumber Company mill in Willits in 1953, looking southeast. The California Western Railroad passes across the left corner, and Blosser Lane is on the bottom
right of the photo. The stud mill is on the left of the teepee burner; the random-length sawmill is on the right
next to the log deck, and the planer mill is in the foreground. The Willits Redwood Products dry yard is in the
bottom right-hand corner. Blosser Lane school occupies much of the Southwick mill site today.

Photo courtesy of Western Ways - Pomeroy collection.
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